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CM9622  Veni, Veni Emmanuel
Trotta / SA Voices with Optional Descant, Optional Piano and Percussion

Veni, Veni  
Emmanuel
ERO CRAS (I WIll COME)

MIChAEl JOhn TROTTA

 

SA Voices with Optional Descant, Optional Piano and Percussion
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notes
The text for the hymn Veni, Veni Emmanuel 
first appears in the eighteenth century in 
the Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum 
(Cologne 1710). It is based on the much older 
“O” Antiphons which have their origins in 
the ninth century. When the antiphons are 
placed in the reverse chronological order, the 
first letter (after the “O”) forms the acrostic 

ERO CRAS, literally “tomorrow, I will be” translated here as “I will come!” This piece was conceived 
as a dialogue between the supplicants and the creator, a combination of old and new, juxtaposing a 
personal longing for something still to come, with the steadfast assurance of something ever-present, yet 
not always seen. While the original theme is associated with the Christmas season, the wider theme of 
longing for something greater is universal to the human condition and allows this piece to be programed 
throughout the year. While the tune used is a variant of the original chant tune, based on my childhood 
memory of the singing the melody that is true to my experience, the existence of the third scale degree in 
the choral ostinato ensures that the tune’s familiar contour will be instantly recognized.

The “O” Antiphons
December 23: O Emmanuel (O With Us is God)
December 22: O Rex Gentium (O King of the nations)
December 21: O Oriens (O MorningStar)
December 20: O Clavis David (O Key of David)

V E n I ,  V E n I  E M M A n U E l ! 
C A P T I V U M  S O lV E  I S R A E l ! 
Q U I  G E M I T  I n  E x S I l I O , 
P R I VAT U S  D E I  F I l I O .

O  C O M E ,  O  C O M E ,  T h E  “ I  A M ”  T h AT  I S  W I T h  U S
B R E A K  T h E  B O n D  O F  T h E  C A P T I V E  P E O P l E !
W h O  M O U R n  I n  E x I l E
D E R I V E D  O F  T h E  I n C A R n AT I O n  O F  T h E  FAT h E R . 

R e f R a i n :  G AU D E ,  G AU D E ,  E M M A n U E l 
n A S C E T U R  P R O  T E ,  I S R A E l .

R E j O I C E !  R E j O I C E !  T h E  G R E AT  “ I  A M ”
W I l l  B E  B O R n  F O R  y O U.

V E n I ,  V E n I ,  R E x  G E n T I U M ,
V E n I ,  R E D E M P T O R  O M n I U M ,
U T  S A lVA S  T U O S  FA M U l O S
P E C C AT I  S I B I  C O n S C I O S

O  C O M E ,  G AT h E R E R  O F  A l l  n AT I O n S ,
C O M E  T O  M A K E  A l l  W h O l E , 
T O  S AV E  y O U R  S E RVA n T S
 F R O M  T h E I R  S E PA R AT E n E S S ,

V E n I ,  V E n I  O  O R I E n S ,
S O l A R E  n O S  A D V E n I E n S ,
n O C T I S  D E P E l l E  n E B U l A S ,
D I R A S Q U E  M O R T I S  T E n E B R A S .

O  C O M E  T h O U  l I G h T  O F  l I F E  ( M O R n I n G S TA R )
T O  S h I n E  O n  U S  B y  y O U R  C O M I n G ,
D I S P E l  T h E  C l O U D S  O F  n I G h T,
D R I V E  AWAy  T h E  S h A D O W S  O F  D E AT h .

Optional Introduction
The director may wish to use a cascading handbell and wind-chimes introduction using the following 
notes repeated at random for ca.10 seconds ending with F≥ and C≥, this can easily be followed by 
the chant incipit from which the rest of the work can continue as notated. When handbells are not 
available, the piece may start with the chant or begin as notated. 
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December 19: O Radix jesse (O Root of jesse)
December 18: O Adonai (O lord)
December 17: O Sapientia (O Wisdom)
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* Also available for SATB Voices (CM9418) SSAA Voices (CM9436), 

   Three-Part Mixed Voices (CM9546) and TTBB Voices (CM9564).

** The part for optional Percussion may be found on pp. 17-19.

Copyright © 2020 by Carl Fischer, LLC

All rights reserved.

*** an "x" notehead = foot stomp 
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for SA Voices* with Optional Descant, Optional Piano and Percussion**

ERO CRAS (I Will Come)

18th century Latin hymn

9th century origin

MICHAEL JOHN TROTTA

Veni, Veni Emmanuel
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"I will come"
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O come, O come, the "I am" that is with us
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break the bond of the captive people.
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who mourn in exile

17

Ve ni,- ve ni,- ve ni- ve ni,- ve ni,- Ve ni,- ve ni,-

si li- - o,- pri -

20

ve ni,- ve ni,- ve ni,- Ve ni,- ve ni,- ve ni- ve ni,- ve ni,-

va tus- De i- Fi li- - o.-

deprived of the incarnation of the Father.  
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Rejoice! Rejoice!
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The great "I am" will be born for you.

29

man u- - el.- Ve ni,- ve ni,- Ve

p

ni,- ve ni,- ve -

Is ra- - el!- Ve -

32

ni- ve ni,- ve ni,- Ve ni,- ve ni,- ve ni- ve ni,- ve ni,-

&

#
#

#

&

#
#

#

&

#
#

#

? #
#

#

&

#
#

#

&

#
#

#

&

#
#

#

? #
#

#

&

#
#

#

&

#
#

#

&

#
#

#

? #
#

#

Ó Œ
œ ú .

œ ú Œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ

œ ú

Œ
œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
Œ

ú .

œ ú
œ

Œ

ú
œ œ

Œ
œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ Œ

œ
œ

ú
ú

Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ œ . ‰ ú œ

œ
œ

œ

ú . œ œ ú œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

n

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ

# œ .œ ú

‰

ú

Œ
œ œ œ œ œœ

ú

ún .

.

œ

œ œ ú

ú

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ w ú

Œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ Œ
œ

CM9622

6

For promotional use only 

unlawful to copy or print



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

ni,

mf

ve ni Rex Gen ni- - tum,-

O come, gatherer of all nations, 

35

E

p

RO- - - CRAS!

ve ni- Re demp- tor- om ni- - -

Come to make all whole,  
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To save your servants,  
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From their seperateness. 
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Rejoice! Rejoice!
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man u- - el.- nas ce- - tur- pro te

The great "I am" will be born for you.
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Who will come?
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"I will come!"
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O come, light of life (MorningStar)
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