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Rehearsal Notes

The tempo marking (Œ = ca. 125) and directive (Merrily) tip us off as to what the 
singer’s attitude should be before they even hear the first phrase or sing the first 
note. The eight-measure introduction demonstrates the mood. The piece is going 
to be mostly light and pleasant. This setting of the familiar carol offers the choir 
an opportunity to sing contrasting styles. The refrain (sung four times in unison) 
should have a little bounce separated by more flowing, legato stanzas.

The words “merrily” (m.16) and “coming” (m. 32) present teaching moments 
about stressed and unstressed syllables. Since the phrases will break after m. 16 
and m. 32, the singer’s natural tendency may be to put too much emphasis 
(accent/volume) on the last syllables, somehow in anticipation of the lift. Have 
your singers think of volume on a scale of 1 to 5, 1 being the softest and 5 the 
loudest. As an exercise, have them practice speaking with a range of volume on a 
neutral vowel until the contrast between 1 and 5 is significant. Then have the 
singers speak the syllables of the word “coming” in that “5-1” pattern. Next, have 
the choir speak the text from m. 29 to m. 32, paying close attention to “coming.” 
Lastly, have them sing the same line, ending the phrase with a 5-1 “coming.” 
There are several other phrases that end with 5-1 words. A three-syllable word 
like “merrily” (m. 16) might be considered a 5-3-1 word.
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3He Is Born
IL EST NÉ

French Carol
Arranged by C. L. Bass

Arr. © 2010, 2021 Celebrating Grace Music, 
a division of Celebrating Grace, Inc. All rights reserved.

Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is illegal.
THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.

For SATB Voices, Accompanied
with Optional Congregation*

Traditional French Carol

*Part for Congregation is found on page 11.
Also available: Score and parts for Flute, Oboe (Flute 2), Bb Clarinets 1 & 2, Percussion 1 & 2, Violins 1 & 2, Viola, 
Cello, String Bass, and Piano - 820047
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He Is Born
IL EST NÉ

French Carol
Arranged by C. L. Bass

Arr. © 2010, 2021 Celebrating Grace Music, 
a division of Celebrating Grace, Inc. All rights reserved.

For SATB Voices, Accompanied
with Optional CongregationTraditional French Carol

Permission is granted to reprint the material on this page, provided that a sufficient quantity of copies of the entire anthem has been purchased for 
performance by the choir and accompanists. The music must be reproduced with the title and all credits including the copyright notice. 

Congregation
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www.celebrating-grace.com

More Exciting Titles from Celebrating Grace!

Title Composer Print Code Voicing
Angels We Have Heard arr. Edwards 810044 SATB*

on High

Christmas Offering Baloche 810057, 810014 TTBB, SATB*
 arr. Christopher 

Come, Christians, arr. Pethel 810045 SATB*
Join to Sing

Come, Ye Thankful arr. Sorenson 810046 SATB*
People, Come

He Is Born arr. C. L. Bass 810047 SATB*

I Sing This Song of Praise Berry 810048 SATB, children

Immortal, Invisible, arr. Edwards 810049 SATB
God Only Wise

Jesus, Jesus, O What arr. Wright 810050 SATB, children*
a Wonderful Child

Morning Song McGuire/Courtney 810051 SATB, children

O Come, O Come, arr. Edwards 810052 SSATB*
Emmanuel

People, Look East Farjeon/Fr. mel. 810053 SATB*
 arr. Christopher

Thou Who Wast Rich Houghton/Fr. mel. 810043 SATB, violin  
 arr. Larson

What Child Is This arr. Wilkinson 810054 SATB, handbells*

Words of Comfort McGuire/Bass 810055 SATB

Yet Not I, But Through Thompson, Robinson, 810056 SATB, cello*
Christ in Me Farren/arr. Koerts

*Orchestration available
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