EDITOR’S NOTES

On Children is Dr. Barnwell’s earliest published work. Setting the words from Kahlil Gibran’s
The Prophet, Dr. Barnwell was determined to find a musical and lyrical solution to setting
these words.

In many ways, this is one of her most straightforward works. Originally wri
voices in a gospel-hymn style, the entire song flows with homophony and text

We have published this song in both SSAA and SATB versions. In the ori
Alto 2 line was written in bass clef which we now show in treble clef.
moved up an octave for the tenors.
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And a woman who held a babe against her boso id, Speak to ussof children.
And he said:

Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daught‘ nging for it

They come through you but not ,
And though they are with you yet they belong not

You may give them yo
For they have their ow

You may house th, ies ot their s
For their so* d in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit,
not eve .

like them, ot to make them like you.
For life backward no th yesterday.
from whi ildren as living arrows are sent forth.
e path of the infinite, and He bends you with
ay go swift and far.
er’s hand be for gladness;
ow that flies, so He loves also the bow that is stable.

not your thou

—XKahlil Gibran (1883-1931)
from The Prophet (Knopf 1923)
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