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Hark! some wild trumpeter—some strange musician,
vibrates capricious tunes to-night.

I hear thee, trumpeter—I catch thy notes,

whirling like a tempest around me,

Now in the distance lost.

11

Come nearer, bodiless one—haply, in thee resounds
Some dead composer—

That now, ecstatic ghost, close to me bending,
Gives out to no one’s ears but mine—

That I may translate thee.

111

Blow, trumpeter, free and clear—

A holy calm descends, like dew, upon me,

I walk the walks of Paradise,

I scent the grass, the moist air, and the roses;
Thy song expands my spirit—

Floating and basking upon Heaven’s lake.

v

Blow again, trumpeter!
Bring the old pageants—show
What charm thy music
the troubadours are singin,

Blo ain, trumpeter! a

at is pulse of a

c,
tenance and the pang;

ers—
and stars;
No other

~

TEXT

VI

Blow again, trumpeter—conjure Xarums.

a shuddering like distant thun

where arm’d men hasten—mi of dust,
the glint of bayonet

the grime-faced cannoni€rs nark the rosy

the smoke—I he @
cracking of the guns:
%

thy fearful mu
behold the te

N

O r! methinks [ am
Thou melt’st my heart, m

ﬁ‘ thy sullen notes send
the shame and

ght of fear,
b

self the instrument thou playest!

, the hurt, the opprest
race—

Now, trumpeter,

Sing to my soul—

give me some vision of the future;

Give me, for once, its prophecy and joy!

O glad, exulting, culminating song!

Marches of victory—

Hymns to the universal God, from universal Man—all joy!
A reborn race appears, a perfect World, all joy!

Women and Men, in wisdom, innocence and health—
War, sorrow, suffering gone—

The ocean fill’d with joy—the atmosphere all joy!

Joy! Joy! in freedom, worship, love! Joy in the ecstasy of life!
Enough to merely be! Enough to breathe!

Joy! Joy! all over Joy!

There are several contemporaneously published versions of “The Mystic Trumpeter,” including an 1872 reprint edition called As A Strong Bird on Pinions
Free, an 1876 publication called Two Rivulets, and an early edition of Leaves of Grass published in 1881. However, the text printed above is a gently edited
version of the earliest publication of “The Mystic Trumpeter” printed in the first issue of Kansas Magazine in February 1872, as it appears online in a
photographic facsimile located on the Walt Whitman Archive website at https://whitmanarchive.org/published/periodical/poems/per.00143
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Performance note: A double barline separates each of the eight sections of The Mystic Trumpeter. Proceeding from one section to the next, performers
may take a very brief pause, if desired, but any pause taken should not be significantly long enough that any section will feel as though it is a separate
“song” but, rather, the entire:work must be performed so as to feel that it is a single-movement composition comprised of eight connected, cohesive,
and related sections.

Text: Adapted from “The Mystic Trumpeter” by Walt Whitman (1819-1892). First published in Kansas Magazine February 1872 (PD).
Copyright © 2023 E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,

a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.
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