PROGRAM NOTES

I often use the phrase “dramatic art song” to describe my work. These so
could also be called monodramas or short operas. The salient feature is t
they are stories which involve characters in action, as opposed to settifig

descriptive poetry.

“The Old Things,” a short story by Jessie Anderson Chase, was one
winners in the collection Shor# Stories from Life, published in
it on the Project Gutenberg website, a valuable resource.
taken with how the author had poetically toucheddipon a
about, and what we chose to leave behind in the e t d simplicity
and heart. I crafted an original libretto, retaini acters, the basic

plot and a few lines here and there. '

As to performance, when singing the lines an and Miss Tabby,
I suggest the singer not apply too much cam ectation. A very glight
change in vocal tone and posture should be enough to delineate each ch

without going overboard. We do nt to undermine the
sincerity and seriousness of the t i t theatrics.
The narrator is not gendeg s e can sing this s
also be performed by three sin ch taking a role.
uration: ca. lo:ﬁ
’ en Mark Kohn (b. 1957)
raphical information visit:
' ' .ecspublishing.com
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TEXT

In the little village where I live, everyone knows everyone.
Old familiar houses and shops and nooks and byways...
we know them all.

Here is the house of the old man, the one with the stone wall.
And there is where the old woman lives...the one with all the cats.

One day in late summer, while out for my walk, the old man peered over his stone wall a

“Excuse me. You are a lawyer, are you not?” I nodded that I was.

“Can I call upon your services, my friend? I am near the end of my life. I have n nd little to lea
Only two things. One is a rocking chair, which my mother would sit in and roc r felt so safe and

o

You may know the old woman down the street. They all call her ab t her name is Helen. n her all
my life. In our youth, we were to be married. But time has a way of ipping by, and dreams can wither on the vine.
We grew old together, here in this small town, like two trees in the same forest. Almost touc Almost touching...

'There is a mirror, and I, as a lad, would see my face over my mother’sghou till holds a picture of
smiling up at me. These are all I have of value in the world. My chai

I was hoping you could help me make my will. I would I e them to her. My ch

I assured him it would be done. '
the house of Miss

Two weeks had gone by, when out for my walk, I ca e with the cats. She was

puttering in the yard when she saw me.

“You are a lawyer, aren’t you?” I nodded,

“Hal! Just the one I wanted to see! I am ight have . ave many cats, you may have heard.
And I am near the end of my life ey, . People diefevery ddy. I can live with that.
I have only one concewy e young ones will be are strong. But the old ones, my angels, they

are all I care for in thi will have to look after them.

Do you know the old e street? He lives i use with the stone wall. We were young together, but we
grew old apart. A worl y, only three doors do ways a kind man. I can trust him.

I was hoping you co e make my will. to leave them to him, my dear old tabbies.”

I assured h e .
'The paperws rawn up ar‘
end ca e old man.

e
Th day morning, as th &s faded in the distance, something in the paper caught my eye. An old man
and

man died in the he same night. Their houses and possessions went for sale. There was the rocking
which his mother wo d rock him. And there was the mirror he loved as a lad. They were offered at
n but no one w , not one single person was willing to bid for them.

and the mirror would go to Miss Tabby, and the two old cats would

sit now in his.rocki ir. The mirror lies over my hearth. And the two dear cats are mine as well, sleeping by the fire.

These o e nothing. But I would have paid gold. I would have paid gold.

— Adapted from “The Old Things” by Jessie Anderson Chase (1865-1949).
First published in Short stories from Life: The 81 prize stories in “Life’s” Shortest Story Contest, 1916 (PD).
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The Old Things

for Medium Voice and Piano

Libretto and Music by
Steven Mark Kohn (BMI)
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