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The lights come down. Wind in reverse, 
Sucking sound, a knife in your ear,  
And you’re breathless as a cornfield, 
Both audience and stage.  
Ungainly, monstrous ballerina,  
Thrusting dusty, lecherous hips,  
Massive shoulders, dainty toe,  
Mighty queen, impossible.  
Swallow your smirk at her vaudeville sway 
When you see that cloud her feet kick up. 
Don’t consider how it’s made.   
Run. 

—Kathleen Kelly

Tornado © copyright 2019 by Kathleen Kelly is used 
by permission of Kathleen Kelly, the author.
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Words: © Copyright 2019 by Kathleen Kelly.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.

Music: © Copyright 2020 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc., 
a division of ECS Publishing Group.  www.ecspublishing.com    
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