Godiva

Men have a talent for invention.
With a simple stroke of a quill,
they redact, revise, mischaracterize.
I have lived a thousand years

in the written thoughts of men.

A thousand years.

Not as flesh but as myth.

[ruefully]

No one remembers the ‘why’
The ‘how!

Even the ‘who!

All they recall:

Lady Godiva naked on a horse.

Lady Godiva naked...and chocolate 0

[with frustration]
Is it worse to be forgotten tha membered?
I am tired of the stories.
How they linger on my hair, my sex, my skin.
I am Godiva.
Not a victim or a‘
Or a vessel for men ir.
Just a woman who ma choice. o
My husba y.
Alwa n ore tax.

ive n'the people would st
&d.
til he finally b
ill lower th
n you ri
en my resolve.

through the town.”
He thdnght
Asif ow me at all.
O &oﬁf my robe.

my hair.

iled my body in sunlight.

rode my horse through the square.
eled in my gown of sun.

Then turned for home.

Forget the stories you've read.
The legend you've heard.
Remember this Godiva.

Not the myth...but me.

—Caitlin Vincent

Godiva © Copyright 2019 by Caitlin Vincent is used by permission of Caitlin Vincent, the author.
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For Kitty Whately, who has sung my songs so very beautifully, with admiration and affection

Godiva

Monodrama for Soprano or Mezzo-Soprano and Piano
Caitlin Vincent Juliana Hall (ASCAP)
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Words: © Copyright 2019 by Caitlin Vincent. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music: © Copyright 2020 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.
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