PROGRAM NOTES

The earliest secondary printed source of the
many variants of Mary Had a Baby that I
was able to find is in the book called “Saint
Helena Island Spirituals” [Beaufort County,
South Carolina]. It is edited by Nicholas
George Julius Ballanta-Taylor. (New York:
G. Schirmer, Inc. 1925).

It contains three variants of this title along
with many lengthy verses (Nos. 46-48).
Those variants are markedly different
from the variant used in this edition. I was
unable to locate a secondary source of this
specific variant.

The text authorship used in this variant is
unknown, rendering it as a traditional text.
The unknown slave poet in this variant no
double was influenced by oral tradition
renditions heard from biblical sources:
Matthew 1:16, 1:18 and Luke 2:12. Some
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(1899-1982) in Richmond, Virginia, in
the year 1952. My father, a Singing Master,
learned this variant from his father, Mr.
Samuel Johnson McCullough (1874-1947),
in Rock Hill, South Carolina.
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amed Him King Jesus! O my Lord!
amed Him King Jesus! O my Lord!

named Him King Jesus! She named Him King Jesus!
or He was born to save us! O my Lord!

O tell me why was He born? O my Lord!

Why was He born? O my Lord!

O why was He born? O why was He born?

Born to bring us peace and joy! O my good Lord!
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** The soloist’s pitches are not included in the reduction.
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