
PROGRAM NOTES
Winner of the 2018 VocalEssence and American Composers Forum 
Carol Contest, O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so Mild! is scored for SATB 
Chorus (divisi) and Oboe. It is a setting of a text by Valentin Thilo 
(1607–1662) as translated by Geoffrey W. Daisley (1877–1939). Verse 
one deals with Christ’s incarnation; the second verse speaks of his 
reconciling us to God; verse three is a prayer of commitment. The 
music reaches its climax in the final verse on the lyrics, “Joy fills the 
world.” This work is appropriate for Christmas and general use.

TEXT

O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
For sinners you became a child.
You came from heaven down to earth
in human flesh through human birth.
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!

O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
With God we now are reconciled.
You have for all the ransom paid, 
your Father’s righteous anger stayed.
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!

O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
Joy fills the world which sin defiled.
Whate’er we have belongs to you;
O keep us faithful, strong, and true.
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!

Valentin Thilo (1607–1662)
Geoffrey W. Daisley, tr. (1877–1939)

Mark Shepperd (b. 1950)

For biographical information visit:
www.markshepperd.com

A reproducible part for Oboe is available as a free download at www.ecspublishing.com  
Search for the product number 8791 and find the link in the description.

Cop
yi

ng
 is

 il
le

ga
l 

Rev
ie

w
 c

op
y 

on
ly















© Copyright 2020 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc., 
a division of ECS Publishing Group.  www.ecspublishing.com   

All rights reserved.
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for SATB Chorus (divisi) and Oboe

O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!

Valentin Thilo (1607–1662)
Geoffrey W. Daisley, tr. (1877–1939)

Mark Shepperd (ASCAP)

Catalog No. 8791

Winner of the 2018 VocalEssence and American Composers Forum Carol Contest
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