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Program Notes

Each of us has a guiding light in our lives—a North Star that illuminates the path 
before our feet and exhorts us onward. This piece invites choirs and audiences to 
reflect on that guiding light, to consider the struggle and effort required to follow after 
it, and to embrace the hope that it gives us for a brighter tomorrow. Consider asking 
the audience to take a moment to identify the guiding light in their own lives before 
you perform the piece; it could be a long-term goal, a set of values, a philosophy, etc. 
It is my earnest wish that, upon experiencing this piece, audience members would 
feel a renewed enthusiasm to pursue the guiding light in their lives. And of course, I 
hope it will inspire you and your choral community to do the same. As the poem says, 
we might not ever fully reach it or catch up to it, but by following after it, the path 
before our feet will always be illuminated.

Text

Always we are following a light
Always the light recedes; with reaching hands
We stretch toward this glory while the lands
We journey through are hidden from our sight
Dim, mysterious, folded deep in night.

We care not, all our utmost need demands
Is but the light, the light! So still it stands
Surely our own if we exert our might.

Fool! Never can you grasp this fleeting gleam;
Its glowing flame would die if it were caught
Fool! Never shall you grasp this distant beam;
It always seems a little farther on.

Distraught, but lighted ever onward 
(We are lighted ever onward)
Always we are following a light.

—Amy Lowell (1874–1925) 
alt. Brandon Martell

Brandon Martell is an American composer, arranger, and music educator. He has two 
choral works published with Excelcia Music Publishing, and a third scheduled to be 
released in their Spring 2024 catalog. His competitive marching band arrangements 
have won the 1A Division Florida Marching Band State Championships four times. 
Under his leadership, the Calvary Choir from Calvary Christian High School has 
earned Superior ratings at State MPA twice, and “Critic’s Choice” at District MPA 
once. Brandon was a Rogers Scholar at the Eastman School of Music and graduated 
with Distinction in May 2013. He lives in St. Petersburg, Florida with his wife, Shaye, 
and his two daughters, Raina and Holly.
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Lighted Ever Onward
for SATB Chorus divisi and Piano
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Brandon Martell (b. 1991)

Text: Amy Lowell (1874–1925), “The Lamp of Life,” alt., (PD).

Amy Lowell

Dedicated to Harold – thank you for showing me the light, and teaching me to follow it
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