PROGRAM NOTES

Author’s Note: Tennyson’s poem, Ulysses, is a literary gem worth reading in its entirety. As
Ulysses looks back on his life and contemplates the years he has left, he is inspired to head
out for one more grand adventure. The particular inspiration for this composition comes
from the latter portion of the poem—some of it quoted here exactly and some paraphrased,
with a few bits of original text spliced in. The result is a fresh challenge to all o inspired
by the spirit of Ulysses, to pursue the noble work that is yet to be done, and tog eek
a better world. Come, my friends, it’s not too late!
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Come, my friends,

it’s not too late to seek a better world.
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some work of noble note may yetb
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And the d§cri out, “Set sail!”
Let e etter world.

C friends, it’s not too late!

—Mark Patterson,
inspired by and incorporating lines from Ulysses
by Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809-1892)
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With strength and determination (J. =64)
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Words: Inspired by and incorporating lines from Ulysses by Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809—-1982) (PD).
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End Descant
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