Performance Notes

“Haze” is a short piece for SATB choir and piano, adapting text by Henry
David Thoreau. The poem uses vivid language to describe haze and
smoke, possibly in the aftermath of war, with the final stanza evoking
the image of a phoenix rising from the ashes. The music is a gentle
lullaby, featuring simple vocal lines floating over shifting harmonies
in the piano. “Haze” is the third movement of a larger work, Songs of
Renewal, which was commissioned by Da Camera Singers (Edmonton,
Canada) to celebrate their 60th anniversary in 2022.

—Stuart Beatch

TEXT

Woof of the sun, ethereal gauze,
Woven of Nature’stichest stufls,
Visible heat,air-water, and dry sea,
Last conquest of the éye;

Toil of the day displayed, sun-dust;
Aerial surfupon the shores of earth,
Ethereal estuary, frith of light,
Breakers of air, billows of heat,

Fine sumnier spray on inland.seas;
Bird of the sun, transparent-winged
Owlet of noon, soft-pinioned,

From hearth or stubble rising without song;
Establish thy serenity o’er the fields.

~Henry David Thoreau (1817-1867)

Stuart Beatch (b. 1991)

For biographical information visit:
www.ecspublishing.com
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(from Songs of Renewal )

for SATB Chorus and Piano
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*If Alto part is performed as a solo, then Sopranos sing S1 and Alto section sings S2.
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