PROGRAM NOTES

“We Belong” refers to the idea that all of humanity is interconnected, and that each of
is subject to one another. Sorrows and struggles are common human experiences that
require our empathy and mutual support. In addition, recent events such as the pandemic
have shown us that we are all interwoven more than we can ever imagine, and that the
actions and circumstances of one person can have a ripple effect across the population. We
also know that injustice and intolerance have wide ranging impacts, and each of us has a
responsibility to stand up for and with others and to treat others with kindness and respect.
If we stand side by side, remaining open to people whose lives are different from our
own, the fabric of humanity becomes stronger and richer. If we put.aside our differences
and make caring for each other the focus and the goal, we all become a more vibrant
community. Hopefully, the use of a Global Music feel helps to.communicate all of these
ideas in a language beyond words.

TEXT

We belong to one another,
Standing side by side,

Our hearts open wide,

For our faith is‘strong: We belong.

We are all one breath, we are all.one song,
We are all one hope, we are all one voice.
We are all on breath in

unceasing spirit! We are one!

We belong to one another,
Marching hand in hand

All across this land.

Hope will be'our song. We belong.

We are all one joy, we are all one triumph,
We are'all one struggle, we are all one love.
Like the rain we will nurture

And sustain one another! We are one!

—Karen Marrolli

Parts for Shekere and Conga Drums available separately: 1.3679A

Karen Marrolli (b. 1975)
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