
Ranges:

Language: English
Use: General/Festival
Time: Approx. 2:30
*Difficulty: Moderate
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notes

I’ve always felt that this folk song begs to be a processional. In my mind’s eye, I 
can see a line of white-robed penitents going to the river to be baptized. Perhaps we 
“go down to the river” to remember our own experience as we pray for ourselves 
and others.

Keep it simple. The processional idea would work well. Try to avoid a “legit” 
choral sound, striving, instead, for a more forward—even nasal—placement, more 
in keeping with folk music: music of the people.

Enjoy!

— Debra Morton

about the arranger

Debra Morton has been an accompanist and vocal coach for over thirty-five years. 
After earning her degree in Piano Performance from Baylor University, she went 
on to work at Disney World, then in New York City and New England before 
coming home to the Rio Grande Valley where she is currently a staff accompanist 
for McAllen ISD. She enjoys painting, cooking, and her four grandchildren!
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Unhurried

Down to the River to Pray

for SSA Voices a cappella

Appalachian Song

Arranged by Debra Morton

All Voices
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I went down to the riv er- to pray stu dy- ing- a bout- that good ol’ way and

&
b

who shall wear the star ry- crown, good Lord, show me the way.

&
b

Oh

p

sis ters- let’s go down, Let’s go down, come on down, Oh, sis ters- let’s go down,

&
b

down to the riv er- to pray. As

*

I went down to the riv er- to pray

&
b

* Balance two parts equally through m. 16.
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mp
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I went down to the riv er- to pray
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stu dy- ing- a bout- that good ol’ way and who shall wear the robe and crown, good
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stu dy- ing- a bout- that good ol’ way and who shall wear the robe and crown, good
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let’s go down, come on down, Oh, broth ers- let’s go down,

&
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let’s go down, come on down, Oh, broth ers- let’s go down,
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b

down to the riv er- to pray.

Soprano 1

mp

down to the riv er- to pray

&
b

down to the riv er- to pray.
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As

mp

I went down to the riv er- to pray
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b
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I went down to the riv er- to pray
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stu dy- ing- a bout- that good ol’ way and who shall wear the star ry- crown, good
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Down to the riv er- to pray. As
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&
b

Down to the riv er- to pray

&
b

down to the riv er- to pray stu dy- ing- a bout- that good ol’ way and

&
b ∑ ∑

&
b ∑ ∑

&
b

who shall wear the star ry- crown, Lord, show

p

me the way.

&
b ∑

show

p

me the way.

&
b ∑

show

p

me the way.

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ

œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œb œ œ
Œ ‰

œ

j

œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ

Ó.

œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ

Ó.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ

œ . œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œ

U

œ œ œ ú

U

Œ

U

œ œ œ
ú

U

Œ

U

œ œ œ
ú

U

BL1118

6

For promotional use only 

unlawful to copy or print



For promotional use only 

unlawful to copy or print



BriLee Music, founded by the late Brian Busch in 1997, is the leader in publishing  choral 
music written specifically for the developing middle school and junior high singer.  
With writing guidelines carefully developed by Brian, teachers who buy from the BriLee 
catalog know they will always find the following in music written by BriLee composers: 

Range appropriate – specifically for the adolescent changing voice 
Moderate in length 
Interesting, appealing and varied texts 
Accessible accompaniments

Writers for BriLee are among the most outstanding and respected in their field. The music 
is written, arranged and edited to meet a wide range of performance needs.  The standard of 
musical excellence we present in each choral work is designed to meet the challenges faced 
by teachers and conductors all over the world who wish to offer quality, accessible repertoire 
to their ensembles. 

Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director, more time to do 
the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal and performance. 

Download the following FREE resources and use them to help you TEACH your singers.

•	 Part-dominant	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	sing	
along with their part while hearing the other voices 
in the background.

•	 Full	chorus	recordings	allow	your	singers	to	see	and	
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

•	 Professional	accompaniments	can	be	used	for	
rehearsal or performance.
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