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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

1) Thisis a hard driving Blues in the key of F Major. Nothing fancy - just groove with.it and enjoy the energy.

2) The Piano part has chord symbols but it is best to play the voicings as written to avoid clashes with the horn figures. These written voicings will
also help young pianists learn new ways to arrange chord tones that they can apply to modern Jazz and Funk styles.

3) Solos may be played as written or created by the soloist in an ad lib fashion. You should cue the background figures as needed. Background
figures are designed to insipire the soloist to become more aggressive when improvising.

4) You can choose your soloists as you wish. There are chord changes in the Alto, Tenor, Trumpet and Trombone parts. Include some solo space
for your guitarist as well.

5) Learning time is always hastened when students can hear the recorded example which can be downloaded from the Smart Chart website or
played from the Barnhouse Interactive CD or website. (mp3's)

7) | chose this title because of my long involvement as a professional baseball pitcher. The catcher is known as the BACKSTOP and he controls the
game - much like a good band leader or conductor guides the musicians.

I'hope you and your students enjoy this composition...... Mike Carubia

THE EXECUTION STYLE OF DYNAMIC MARKINGS

In order to achieve the authentic Jazz Style of professional musicians, it is important the these items are executed acurately and with
solid air support to promote a bold, confident performance:

a) ACCENTS - hit them hard and play non- accented notes softer. Side lying accents (>) are played long and the upside down V
capped accents (") are to be played short. Long non-accented notes are designated by a dash (-) and a short note by a dot (.) but
are not played as loudly as the accented notes.

b) fp and sfz are to be attacked forcefully but softened immediately and should stay soft until the next dynamic mark appears.
They are frequently followed by a crescendo which promotes a feeling of forward motion and energy.
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