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PROGRAM NOTE

We’ve been playing a video game for hours and have finally reached the last level. Our hands are sweaty and our hearts are beating faster. We
have no clue what is around the next corner, but we hear that suspenseful music and know it signals the final Boss Battle. Wish us luck as we
brave the unknown!

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

Check the marked tempo and keep the pulse steady. Feel free to adjust the tempo for rehearsals or ability.

This piece is a great tool for teaching accents. Note that most of the notes are accented so be sure to apply less emphasis on the unaccented
notes to maximize suspense and drama.

Parts should be played fiercely in the loud sections but keep the balance equal between winds and.-percussion. It is easy for percussion to
overpower the winds. In particular, play close attention to the balance of the cymbals and gong.

In measures 37-43, a pedal point occurs in the flute, oboe, and bells. Work to keep the repeated staccato quarter notes the same length with
all players. Remind your students to keep their embouchures firm so they do not scoop the repeated notes.

| in big wi / .
Good luck young heroes! I hope you win big with Boss Battle! % MZ;—

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Brian Bankston — composer, arranger, educator, saxophonist and guitarist - resides in Gadsden, Alabama. The music
of Brian Bankston draws from a large bag of rhythm, bass, harmony and melody that offers a variety of style and mood
giving his compositions a unique signature. His compositions are designed to focus on the needs of young Concert
Bands and Jazz Ensembles but acceptable for any level. He creates beautiful and exciting music within the grasp of
any eager Beginning Band as well as music that will challenge a mature ensemble. His experience teaching music at
all levels has given him the insight to invent fun, creative and playable works that present the fundamentals of music
to students of all ages. Mr. Bankston received a Master of Music in saxophone performance with a concentration in
composition and jazz studies from Eastern lllinois University and a Bachelor of Music Education from Jacksonville
State University.
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