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PROGRAM NOTE
Jellyfish is inspired by the mystical, beautiful, and sometimes dangerous creatures of the sea. Both the graceful ebb and flow of the water 
and the darker side of life beneath the surface are captured in this programmatic piece. Jellyfish is part of the larger work “Water Tales: A 
Suite for Band,” which includes Mama Sea Turtle, Axolotl Dance and Shark Eyes. 

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
The tempo is fast, but the feel of this piece should be graceful. The melody is in the half-notes, while the accompanying eighth notes depict 
the ebb and flow of the water. 

Measures 18-24 provide a good introduction to mixed meter and should be played at a fuller volume to help display the dangerous side of 
living in the ocean.
 

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Heather Archer Hoefle a native of Indianapolis, Indiana. She is a graduate of Indiana University in Bloomington, 
Indiana with degrees in Flute Performance and Audio Technology. She earned her educational certification from 
DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois and earned a Master of Music from VanderCook College of Music in Chicago, 
Illinois. Growing up in Indianapolis, she studied flute with Philip Sample and Rebecca Price of the Indianapolis 
Symphony. At Indiana University in Bloomington, she was a student of renown flute soloist Carol Wincenc. In addition 
to the orchestras at IU, she also performed with the Indianapolis Symphony. In 2000 she founded and became 
principal flutist in the Tudor Winds Wind Quintet, which performs professionally in the Chicago area.

As a public school teacher, Mrs. Hoefle has successfully taught band at grades 5-12. Finding her love of teaching 
beginners, she started composing and arranging for her bands. As a current teacher active clinician and commissioned 

composer, Ms. Hoefle has a firm grasp of the development of the beginning band student, and her compositions reflect the needs and wants 
of these students. She currently teaches beginning and middle school band in HSD153 in Homewood, Illinois.
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