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PROGRAM NOTE
The Carolinas comprise one of America's most historic regions.  From the mountains in the west (high country) to the Atlantic coast in the east (low country), this 
mid-Atlantic region epitomizes geographic and cultural beauty that is uniquely American and decidedly Carolinian.  Written for the Camden Community Concert 
Band (SC) in honor of their 40th anniversary, Soaring Over High And Low Country takes us on a musical journey from the mountains to the coast.  The opening 
motif C-C-C-B is developed throughout and pays homage to the Camden Community Concert Band's founder W. Patrick Wylie (1941-2017).
  

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
The opening chimes should be interpreted based upon the performance venue and programming context.  A slower and more “tolling” interpretation presents a 
somber mood which is quickly lifted with the opening flourish.  A more celebratory tone is achieved with a slightly faster tempo leading to the opening flourish.  
This also impacts the interpretation and timing of the timpani sforzando and the amount of weight given to the percussion roll and crescendo. Please interpret as 
your artistic vision dictates.

The flourish beginning in measure 4 should be carefully balanced in the woodwinds.  No single line should dominate.  The triplets versus the sixteenths should 
provide a flurry of sound and energy.  The timpani solo should be very forthright as it introduces the first statement of the melodic motif used throughout.

The melody in the horns, euphonium and 3rd trumpet beginning in measure 8 should be interpreted with a sense of forward momentum.  Keep the shape of the 
line moving forward.  The upper trumpets respond with a counterstatement that should be interpreted lightly, yet with the same sense of forward momentum.

In contrast, the statement beginning at measure 17 should be playful.  Careful attention to the lightness of the staccato articulation in the lower woodwinds and 
tuba is crucial.  Please ensure the bassoon, bass clarinet and baritone sax support, yet not overshadow the flowing line above in the flutes and oboe.

The energy should continue to grow leading to the sforzando in measure 56. Note the subito change of tempo leading to the lyrical statement beginning in measure 
56.  This section should be freely interpreted and played as expressively as possible.  Direct the musician’s attention to the recurring C-C-C-B motif that was 
initially stated in the chimes at the beginning of the piece.  Ask them to ensure the presence of that motif whenever it occurs.  The call and response of the motif 
should be highlighted with careful dynamic shaping.

The joy of our soaring adventure returns at measure 81.  Light, happy and uplifting are all keywords to musical success in this setting. The return of the opening 
flourish should be even more energetic than previously stated leading to a very powerful and undeniable conclusion to our musical journey.

I would like to personally thank William J. Brazier Jr. and the Camden Community Concert Band for their shared passion in bringing this work to fruition in honor 
of their founder W. Patrick Wylie. It was an honor to compose this piece for a very dedicated group of musicians who have shared their talents and artistic vision 
with their community over many years.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful performance!
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Commissioned by the Camden Community Concert Band, Camden, SC
Conducted by William J. Brazier, Jr. and dedicated to the honor and memory 

of the CCCB Founder/Conductor Emeritus, W. Patrick Wylie (1941-2017) 
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(Camden Celebration) Robert W. Smith (ASCAP)Conductor Score
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.œ Jœ œ œ. œ.

.œ jœb œ œ. œ.
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∑
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Clar. 1
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Clar. 3
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Trpt. 2

Trpt. 3
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Tbn. 1
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Mlt. 2
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∑

∑

w

Œ œ .œ Jœ
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Fl. 1

Fl. 2
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Clar. 1

Clar. 2
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B. Cl.
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A. Sax 2

T. Sax

B. Sax

Trpt. 1

Trpt. 2

Trpt. 3

F Hn. 1

F Hn. 2
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Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3
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Tuba

Mlt. 1

Mlt. 2
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Perc. 1
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Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

jœ ‰ Œ Ó

jœ ‰ Œ Ó
jœ ‰ Œ Ó
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œ Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó

œ Œ Ó
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œ Œ Ó

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ
.œ jœ ˙

jœ ‰ Œ ÓJœ
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w
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A. Sax 2
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Trpt. 1

Trpt. 2

Trpt. 3

F Hn. 1

F Hn. 2
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Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3
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Mlt. 1

Mlt. 2
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Perc. 1

Perc. 2
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3 3 3 3
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3 3 3 3
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3 3 3 3
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  ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most popular and prolific composers in America today. He has over 600 publications in print 
with the majority composed and arranged through his long association with Warner Bros. Publications and the Belwin catalog.

Mr. Smith’s credits include many compositions and productions in all areas of the music field. His original works for winds and percussion 
have been programmed by countless military, university, high school, and middle school bands throughout the United States, Canada, 
Europe, Australia, South America and Asia. His Symphony #1 (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2 (The Odyssey), Symphony #3 (Don 
Quixote), Inchon and Africa: Ceremony, Song and Ritual have received worldwide critical acclaim. His educational compositions such 
as The Tempest, Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have become standards for developing bands throughout the world.

Mr. Smith’s music has received extensive airplay on major network television as well as inclusion in multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles 
such as the United States Navy Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands and orchestras throughout 
the world, his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conductor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout North 
America, Asia, South America, Europe and Australia. His music has been recorded by various ensembles and is available on CD and download through iTunes, 
Amazon, and other recorded music outlets.

Mr. Smith is the President/CEO of RWS Music Company, exclusively distributed through C. L. Barnhouse. In addition, he is currently teaching in the Music 
Industry program at Troy University in Troy, Alabama. His teaching responsibilities are focused in music composition, production, publishing and business.

Soaring Over High
And Low Country

(Camden Celebration)
Robert W. Smith
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