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PROGRAM NOTE
Inspired by the title of a work by famous composer Percy Grainger, Over The Hills depicts a group of children taking a nice long walk in the 
countryside. The march character of the piece reflects enthusiasm of the children walking, as well as the young musicians playing the music!  

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
The accented eighth notes in measures 1 and 2 must be short enough to let the bass drum and cymbal be heard as if they were playing 
“solo”. This provides an opportunity to teach and reinforce note lengths and accents.

It is important to make sure that the students are concentrated on the dynamics notated throughout the piece. For example, from the 
second beat of measure 23 to measure 40, contrast is important between the lower instruments playing stronger dynamics, and the upper 
instruments answering more softly.

In the sections beginning at measures 5 and 41, the flutes and oboe play second time only. Please be sure the students are aware of their 
counter-melodic responsibilities. In addition, note the dynamic contrast notated at measure 41 between the first and second time through 
this section of the march.

Please remind the percussionists that in the march style, they must drive the band!

I wish you and the band a wonderful performance.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Alexandre Carlin is a French music educator, composer and band conductor. Since 1996, he has served as Director 
of the Société Musicale Bû, conducting concert bands at all levels as well as administrating the music school. He also 
serves as a music teacher at Charles de Gaulle Middle School and Rotrou High School.

Mr. Carlin is a member of the Society of Authors, Composers and Publishers of Music (SACEM), the performing 
rights organization in France, with original works for concert band, brass band and young band.

Mr. Carlin has won multiple awards for his compositions. In 2019, he was awarded the 2nd prize in the World  
Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles International Composition Competition for his Concerto For Euphonium. 
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