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PROGRAM NOTE

Ghillie Dhu (Gill-e Dew) “Elf of the Forest”is inspired by a creature from Scottish Folklore. A solitary male fairy, the Ghillie Dhu was usually friendly and quiet, but
occasionally wild in character. This creature was also known to have a gentle devotion to children.

The Ghillie Dhu lived in a birch wood within the village of Gairloch and near the shores of “Loch a Druing” of the northwest highlands of Scotland. The Ghillie Dhu

is depicted as dark haired and clothed in leaves of moss. Typically, the Ghillie Dhu did not like it when people would enter his forest. However, he was known to
be helpful to children that might be lost.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

Careful attention to articulations, dynamic changes and phrasing should be given throughout the rehearsal and performance of the piece.
The entire work should reference the flute solo at the beginning.

Attention should be given to the orchestra bells at measure 13. Although this is not the melody, the idea is intended to support the melody. The same motive
occurs in the upper woodwinds at measure 23.

A shift of intensity occurs at measure 42 and should reflect the spirit nature of the character with lots of excitement.

The percussion section should not overpower the winds at any point.

The moments of silence for the full ensemble (example measure 53) are important to setup the next measure. Be sure the ensemble does not play or hold over
into these rests.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Joseph Benjamin Earp is Director of Athletic Bands at Limestone University in Gaffney, South Carolina. He received his undergraduate
degree in Music Education from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte and his Master of Music in Music Education from Anderson
_ University in-Anderson, South Carolina. His professional teaching career began at Seneca High School in South Carolina as Director of
4 Bands in 2006. After two years, he then taught at Robbinsville Middle and High Schools for a year before becoming the founding Director
of Bands at Cox Mill High School in Concord, North Carolina. After eight years of numerous achievements at Cox Mill High School, he
moved into his current role at Limestone University. In addition to teaching, Mr. Earp is an active published composer and clinician with
his music being performed internationally. His major compositional accomplishments include being winner of the 2010 Claude T. Smith
Composition Contest in Missouri, winner of the 2018 Thornton Community Band Composition Contest in Colorado, and multiple J.W.
Pepper Editors’ Choice awards. He currently resides in Concord, North Carolina with his wife Mary Beth and sons, Jackson and Jasper.
More about Mr. Earp can be found at www.joeemusic.com. Follow Mr. Earp on Twitter @earpcomposer. Find him on Instagram as earpcomposer.
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