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INSTRUMENTATION 

PROGRAM NOTES
In the days and weeks leading up to the big day, the elves are working overtime in the workshop in preparation for that very important sleigh ride that only comes 
once a year. But it can’t be all work and no play! Santa’s Workshop Samba portrays the hustle and bustle taking place as the final packages are wrapped, marked, 
and loaded in Santa’s sleigh for their journey around the globe.  Because the elves are a little mischievous, keep an ear out for several other holiday melodies 
woven throughout! 

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
There are multiple teaching and reinforcement opportunities throughout this piece.  In terms of musical style, it is important to isolate each of the percussion 
parts, then layer them into the full samba groove. Separated marcato note lengths and syncopated rhythms are both critical to the appropriate style. Both of these 
concepts in particular will drive the composition.  As the band becomes more and more comfortable, increase tempo while striving to maintain the same style 
throughout. 

I hope you and your students find Santa’s Workshop Samba to be a fun change of pace for your holiday concert. Have a great performance! 

  Bryce Newton    
 

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Bryce Newton (b. 1983) is an active arranger, composer, and music educator in the Dayton, Ohio area.  He has been a high school and 
middle school band director since 2006, and is currently on the faculty of the Kettering City Schools in Kettering, Ohio, where he directs 
bands at the middle and high school levels.  Bryce serves as a composer and arranger for marching bands throughout the country, and 
has written music for local television and radio in the greater Dayton, Ohio region.

Bryce holds a bachelor’s degree in Music Education from Miami University (Oxford, Ohio), where he studied theory and arranging with 
composer David Shaffer.

Bryce and his wife Chelsey reside in Dayton, Ohio.
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