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PROGRAM NOTES

Situated on the border of Europe and Asia and fed by rivers that touch 17 countrigs, the Black Sea has been a silent witness to the remarkable history and people
of this region. It has been an important waterway for the great empires of Persia, Thrace, Russia, and the Ottoman Turks as well as Vikings who traded along its
banks. Black Sea Journey by Mark J. Connor was inspired by this rich history. The piece intersperses powerful melodies with hints of folk dances to create sonic
images of this sometimes turbulent, and always culturally vibrant region.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

This work should be powerful and dramatic with every effort made to perform the work at the upper end of the notated tempo range.

Direct the students to pay special attention to articulation throughout the work. Note the interplay of short staccato notes (never clipped) with long legato notes,
sometimes at the same time in different voices!

During the decrescendo in' measures 34-35, the band should be as soft as possible and yet still maintain a good tone to help make and the subsequent build to
measure 40 even more dramatic.

Because of the syncopated and sometimes asymmetric nature of music from the cultures bordering the Black Sea, the work has been written in a "fast four" to make
some of these rhythmic features accessible to young players. When your group is secure with these rhythms and at your discretion, it is possible to conduct in cut
time to more readily bring out these features.

v
| hope you, your students, and their audiences enjoy Black Sea Journey. | wish you the best of luck in all that you do! } ﬂ-jré i @;Mﬂf’

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Mark J. Connor (b. 1971) is a composer, educator, and conductor with works for concert band published by RWS Music and Grand Mesa
Music. He has been commissioned to write music for numerous organizations including Composers and Schools in Concert and the
Commission Project.

Mark has taught classes at all levels ranging from junior high school through postgraduate. He is currently a Visiting Assistant Professor of
Music at Webster University in St. Louis. From 1997 to 2001 Mark was the director of bands and teacher at Palma High School in Salinas,
California.
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