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PROGRAM NOTE

Home Of The Brave is drawn from the final sentence in The Star-Spangled Banner. John Pasternak takes a contemporary approach to The Star-Spangled Banner
as the melodic line is woven throughout the band and solo lines soar on top of contemporary harmonies. The work culminates at the mid-point with the traditional
playing of “O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave?” and then gradually fades into the distance.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

Home of the Brave begins with a distant horn melody based on the The Star-Spangled Banner. Please be sure the horns can be heard clearly over the other parts.
At measure 8, the trumpet part should “sing” through the other voices. The long tones should not overshadow the trumpet part. The horn countermelody at
measure 13 should be secondary to the trumpet part until measure 16. The horn should return as the prominent melody begins into measure 17.

At measure 19, the melody is passed to the saxophones and low woodwinds. The first alto saxophone part should sing through the other voices and long tones
should play softer than the saxophone. When the low brass come in at measure 26, they should blend with the voices already playing and not overpower.

At measure 31, the trumpets and horns should present their part with a marcato and maestoso feel. Measure 35 should be more legato and maestoso, then return
to the marcato at the pickup into 37. Please note the parts marked with a forte-piano at measure 39 should get out of the way of the horns and saxophones. The
horns/saxophones should bring out their countermelody at measure 42. The piece should retain the marcato/maestoso feel until measure 53.

The pickups into measure 53 should take a more legato and maestoso feel as the introductory melody returns and the dynamics shape continues to diminuendo.
Make sure that the horn parts can be heard throughout the final section.

| hope you and your ensemble have a wonderful performance.

ABOUT THE ARRANGER

John M. Pasternak has directed and composed for community ensembles throughout the Cleveland area since 2003. Mr. Pasternak
earned a Bachelor's Degree in Music Education from Kent State University (KSU), where he served as President of their Ohio Collegiate
Music Education Association (OCMEA) Chapter. He also composed and conducted works for the KSU ensembles. In the fall of 2010, he
composed a film score for the KSU independent film Breaking News and was staff arranger for the Kent State Marching Golden Flashes.
In 2012, he completed work on his second film, Research: The Musical. Mr. Pasternak has been a member of the American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) since 2008. John is currently a Band Director for the Warrensville Heights City School District
and Cleveland Letter Carriers Band.
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