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A HERO'S LIFE
SYNTHESIS FOR CONCERT BAND

RICHARD STRAUSS Transcribed by Mark H. Hindsley
I. The Hero Il. The Hero's Helpmate IlI-1V. The Hero's Battlefield

V. The Hero's Escape from the World, and Conclusion

INSTRUMENTATION

1. 1st Flutes and Piccolos (3 in V) 18. 1st Cornets
2, 2nd Flutes 19. 2nd Cornets
3. 1st Oboe 20. 3rd Cornets
4. 2nd Oboe and English Horn 21. 1st Trumpets
5. 1st Bassoons 22. 2nd Trumpets
6. 2nd Bassoons 23. 1st Horns (F)
7. Contrabassoon (samfa as orchestra; 24, 2nd Horns
not in band score)
8. 1st Clarinets 25, 3rd Horns
9. 2nd Clarinets 26. 4th Horns
10. 3rd Clarinets 27. 1st Trombones
11. Bass Clarinets 28. 2nd Trombones
12. Eb Contrabass Clarinets 29. 3rd Trombones (bass)
13. String Basses 30. Euphoniums
14, 1st Alto Saxophone 31. Tubas
15. 2nd Alto Saxophone 32. Timpani and Percussion
16. Tenor S hon Snare Drum, Suspended Cymbal
» 1enor SaxcelgIiy Bass Drum, Field Drum
17. Baritone Saxophone 33. Harp

In A Hero's Life (Ein Heldenleben), Strauss presents not a single poetic or historic figure, but
rather a more general and free ideal of great and manly heroism which describes the inward battle
of life, and which aspires through effort and renunciation toward the elevation of the soul. The
opening sections portray the nobility of the protagonist and the petty jealousies, hatreds, and sus-
picions of the Hero's enemies, followed by one of the great love pages in music, devoted to the
Hero's helpmate. The Hero plunges into battle, the victory is won, and later he is equally victor-
ious in fields of peaceful endeavor. Although he has triumphed, his achievements are belittled
by his adversaries, and his reward is envy and contempt. At first he rebels, but finally he reaches
the peace of fulfillment and contentment, a tranquility that nothing can disturb. In this mood, the
Hero takes his leave from the world.

Richard Strauss died in 1949 at the age of 89, recognized in his last years as the world's great-
est living composer.  His symphonic poems were a principal source of materials and inspiration for
concert band transcriptions by directors of University of lllinois Bands Albert Austin Harding and
Mark Hindsley. This distinctive music became one of the "trademarks" of the Concert Band under
the batons of the two conductors. In addition to the appropriateness of the present work itself, it
was partly to recapture some of the spirit of the "days of yore", in the celebration of the Diamond
Anniversary of the Concert Band, that this synthesis was prepared, a synthesis that comprises about
one-half of the complete work.
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