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Instrumentation

1st Alto Sax
2nd Alto Sax
1st Tenor Sax
2nd Tenor Sax
Bari Sax

1st Trumpet
2nd Trumpet
3rd Trumpet
4th Trumpet

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone
4th Trombone

Guitar
Piano
Bass

Drums

Recording Available: www.barnhouse.com

LICENSING THIS WORK

Visit barnhouse.com to obtain information on mechanical
(recording) or derivative (arranging) licenses.

Composed by George Gershwin
Arranged by Paul Clark

Program Notes

Written by George Gershwin in 1924, Rhapsody In Blue has become an
instantly recognizable classic. While it would be impossible to improve upon
Gershwin’s masterpiece, it has been arranged here for modern big band
instrumentation, and uses harmonies and rhythms commonly found in Jazz.
We hope you enjoy this version of Rhapsody In Blue.

Rehearsal Suggestions

A challenge in this arrangement is that there are several main themes, each
at different tempos. Notice that each is preceded by a fermata. Use these
“holds” as the opportunity to indicate the new tempo with your directed
preparatory beats. A metronome may be helpful with this. Take advantage of
the numerous cues provided to best suit your players. Also note that there
is an optional cut at bar 73 to 111, should you choose to not use the open
solo section.

Much thought and respect for Gershwin’s original version went into this
arrangement. | hope you, your band, and your audiences find it enjoyable. |

wish-you all the best.
W

RHAPSODY IN BLUE

Ahout the Arranger

Paul Clark retired after teaching instrumental
music in lowa public schools for 32 vyears.
He holds a B.A. in music education from
the University of Northern lowa, where he
gained valuable experience in that school’s
distinguished jazz program. He is a member
of ASCAP, and is in frequent demand as an
adjudicator and clinician.

Paul has been an active composer/arranger with the C.L. Barnhouse
Co. for four decades. Since his first published chart in 1973, his music
has been popular with directors and students alike, and many of his
charts are consistent best sellers with school jazz bands at all levels of
experience.

As a performer on both piano and trumpet, Paul has appeared with
Buddy Rich, Steve Allen, Bob Hope, John Davidson, and many others.
He has also performed with numerous musical productions, and has
arranged music for literally hundreds of music organizations, including
the Louisville Symphony and the Texas Tenors.

In 2011, Paul was inducted into the Jazz Educators Of lowa Hall Of
Fame.

Recordings of many of Paul’s jazz charts are available on the Walking
Frog Records CDs “Have Yourself a Big Band Christmas: The Holiday
Music of Paul Clark,” and “Baby Drives a Fast Car: The Jazz Music of
Paul Clark,” performed by The Studio “A” Big Band.
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