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Program Notes
Cats saunter rather than walk, and exude an amazing self-assuredness.  They are insouciant, yet very curious and playful.  Overall, cats are cool, so cool that 
we often refer to a person as being a “cool cat”.

I wanted this chart to possess that certain character and personality that all cool cats (feline and otherwise) project, so you will notice that the tempo saunters 
along at just the right pace (not one iota brisker or lazier), and the melody and chord progression evoke both a certain insouciance and playfulness.  In addition, 
the interaction between each section of the ensemble is self-assured and engaging, reminiscent of the interplay between our feline friends.  Cats are indeed cool, 
and so we can all take note and enjoy life, and even if the road gets a bit bumpy at times, we can still snap our fingers (or paws) on 2 and 4.
 

Rehearsal Notes
Tempo is of the utmost importance!  Don’t rush or drag.  The chart will swing if both the tempo and articulations are followed as written.  

The piano part is very important, so please make sure that all of the written fills are played with confidence.

There are two places in the chart where there is a sort of “ping-pong” effect between the brass and the baritone sax/bass drum (bars 3 and 77); please make 
sure to bring out the off-beats in the baritone sax and bass drum!

Make sure that all “pop” figures marked with “sfz” or “sffz” are played crisply and decisively.

Piano/Guitar/Bass drum, bar 31 and 71: please make sure that beat 2 is accented and played with confidence.

I hope you enjoy One Cool Cat!

About the Composer/Arranger
Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. is currently staff composer/arranger for the United States Navy Band in Washington, DC. Rob 
received his formal training at both the Manhattan School of Music and Mannes College of Music, studying classical composition and 
orchestration with Dr. Leo Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David Loeb. Additionally, Rob studied arranging with Johnny Carisi, Jo 
Boyer, and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced as a writer and performer in the New York area, and has been active as a jazz studies instructor 
for the International Art of Jazz program and director of the Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook, New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy Band, traveling throughout Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East 
for a two and a half year period before returning to the United States and securing positions as staff arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy 
Band, and arranging instructor at the Armed Forces School of Music in Norfolk, VA. Rob writes for a wide variety of ensembles (wind 

and jazz ensemble, orchestra, choral, and chamber groups), and has written for a diverse group of performers that include the rock group Phish, Larry Gatlin, 
Ce Ce Winans, and the Bluebonnet Brass. An accomplished trumpet and piano instrumentalist, Rob is currently active as a writer, performer, and bandleader, 
releasing recordings of his work by his own big band.

ONE COOL CAT! 
Composed and Arranged by

Rob Vuono, Jr.

Instrumentation
1st Alto Sax
2nd Alto Sax
1st Tenor Sax
2nd Tenor Sax

Bari Sax

1st Trumpet
2nd Trumpet
3rd Trumpet
4th Trumpet

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone
4th Trombone

Guitar
Piano
Bass

Drums

Written suggested solos provided for
Alto Sax

Tenor Sax
Trumpet

Trombone

Recording Available: www.barnhouse.comm
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