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Instrumentation Program Notes
1st Alto Sax To quote the great trumpeter Wynton Marsalis, “Jazz must have three fundamental elements: swing, improvisation, and the Blues.” A Few Miles More
2nd Alto Sax highlights all three, and celebrates the big band tradition, while leaving room for soloists to create the fun feel of a jam session. To me, the Count Basie Band
1st Tenor Sax is the gold standard for the big band era, and the Basie band was the most famous champion of the blues form. The Basie formula takes a simple, memorable

melody, then builds chorus after chorus adding riffs behind that melody, and has plenty of room for soloists to shine before bringing the chart home with a big

2nd Tenor Sax
and bold shout creating such excitement throughout! | hope that A Few Miles More can capture some of that excitement for you.

Bari Sax
1t Trumpet Rehearsal Suggestions
2nd Trumpet A big introduction works to set a tone of excitement from the start by having the drums lead into the first bar and kick the band on count 1. Bar 7 brings in the
3rd Trumpet sax section in unison or at time in octaves with the main melody of the chart. Uniformity of note shapes and phrasing will be the primary focus for this section.
4th Trumpet Bars 19 through 31 continue with the melody restated while the brass enters with big ensemble hits behind it. There is a written tenor sax solo at bars 35 — 38;
however, the soloist may use those measures to improvise instead. Bars 43 — 52 open up for any soloist. This is a blues in E?, so for beginning soloist, exclusive
1st Trombone use of the E> Blues scale or E> Dorian.scales will work. There are suggested solos provided, but if rehearsal time allows, this is a very relaxed and low-pressure
2nd Trombone way to introduce improvisation to the ensemble. After the solos, a transition chorus leads into a traditional shout that will transition back to the main melody.

3rd Trombone

4th Trombone Thank you so much for choosing A Few Miles More. It is my sincere hope that you, your students and audience enjoy this chart, but more than that | hope

that it is fun. ’
Shlmp g

Guitar
Piano
Bass About the Composer/Arranger

Drums " Mike Hammonds has been a member the of the band staff at Tallassee (Alabama) High School for the past decade, where he serves

as director of the jazz bands at both the middle and high schools, and arranges and composes music for the marching and jazz bands.

Written suggested solos provided for

Hammonds studied Music Education at Troy University in the early 1990’s under famed band director Dr. John M. Long. During his time

Alto Sax at Troy, he studied music theory and trumpet with composer and arranger Ralph Ford. After college, he enlisted in the United States
Tenor Sax Army. After a brief time in short range air defense, he transferred into the Army bands as a trumpet player, which allowed him the
Trumpet opportunity to. perform in five different countries in Western Europe while stationed with the 76th Army band in Germany. His stations at
Trombone Ft. Jackson, SC and Ft. Rucker, AL allowed him to perform for former First Lady Laura Bush, General Tommy Franks, former commander

for Central Command, and the Secretary of the Army. While stationed at Ft. Rucker, his duties expanded into leading the 98th Army Silver Wings Jazz Band,
and serving as rehearsal conductor for the concert band and arranger for the ceremonial, concert and jazz bands. He was also selected to compose part of the
soundtrack for the US Army Warrant Officer School’s recruiting video. Post-Army, he performed as a trumpeter before accepting his current position with the
Tallassee City School’s band program.

Recording Available: www.barnhouse.com

LICENSING THIS WORK

Visit barnhouse.com to obtain information on mechanical
(recording) or derivative (arranging) licenses.
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