Barnhouse Jazz Ensemble

Style: Swing * Grade Level: 3.5

AVALON

composed by Vincent Rose
Arranged by Mike Hammonds

Series

COMPANY




Instrumentation
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AVALON

composed by /incent Rose
Arranged by Mike Hammonds

Program Notes

Vincent Rose’s Avalon is often called an advertisement disguised as
a love song, because the song was meant to be an advertisement for
the California resort community of Avalon. The chart is a popular
jazz standard, giving soloists the chance to show off their virtuosity
negotiating the chord changes, often at incredibly fast tempos.
The chart is a standard in the repertoire -of the Jazz Ambassadors
of the US Army Field Band, and an arrangement of this chart was
featured on the final album recorded by The Tonight Show Band led
by Doc Severinsen. This arrangement seeks to capture the same
exciting up-tempo energy of those arrangements, as performed by
professional groups.

Rehearsal Notes

The chart opens with the main melody featured in the alto and
trombone, while the muted trumpet and tenor play an improvised-
sounding line over the top. Quarter note and half note triplet figures
dominate the chart. Achieving a truly even 3 over 2 or 3 over 4
feel is crucial, and can best be accomplished by not shortchanging
the last'note in the triplet. Once the chart is under command of all
players at the marked tempo, the ensemble may wish to push the
tempo up, which is completely within the style of this chart.

Thanks for choosing this arrangement of Avalon, and | hope that it
brings much fun to your rehearsals and concerts.

S mp g

About the Arranger

| " Mike Hammonds has been a member the
' of the band staff at Tallassee (Alabama)
High School for the past decade, where he
serves as director of the jazz bands at both
the middle and high schools, and arranges
and composes music for the marching and
jazz bands.

Hammonds studied Music Education at Troy University in the
early 1990’s under famed band director Dr. John M. Long.
During his time-at Troy, he studied music theory and trumpet
with composer and arranger Ralph Ford. After college, he
enlisted in the United States Army. After a brief time in short
range air defense, he transferred into the Army bands as a
trumpet player, which allowed him the opportunity to perform in
five different countries in Western Europe while stationed with
the 76th Army band in Germany. His stations at Ft. Jackson,
SC and Ft. Rucker, AL allowed him to perform for former First
Lady Laura Bush, General Tommy Franks, former commander
for Central Command, and the Secretary of the Army. While
stationed at Ft. Rucker, his duties expanded into leading the
98th Army Silver Wings Jazz Band, and serving as rehearsal
conductor for the concert band and arranger for the ceremonial,
concert and jazz bands. He was also selected to compose part
of the soundtrack for the US Army Warrant Officer School’s
recruiting video. Post-Army, he performed as a trumpeter
before accepting his current position with the Tallassee City
School’s band program.
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