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Rehearsal Suggestions
Attention to articulation in a rock jazz style will serve beneficial to the overall performance. Students should pay close attention to when quarter notes are marked 
staccato vs. legato, and even exaggerate both of these indications to make a large difference in sound. The sections with the pedal notes occurring on 2 and 
4 in the piece lend themselves well for the discussion of emphasizing the “offbeats” rather than the traditional 1st and 3rd beats as we often do in a concert 
band setting.

The solo section can be opened up for players to use either the suggested written solo or to experiment with improvisation. Backgrounds during the solo section 
can be cued by the director, and I would suggest having the trumpets play their backgrounds only behind higher energy soloists. Matching style within each 
section is a must during the layered “shout” following the solos. Make sure and have your drummer listen to the audio, which can be found at www.barnhouse.
com to give him/her more ideas on how to drive the band. As in the recording, a sleigh bell can be added on the last note for a festive effect!    

About the Arranger
Haley Woodrow is a composer, educator and trumpet player. She loves to partner with performers in crafting musical experiences that offer 
listeners an active role. Her music reflects a broad range of influences and genres and combines styles as a primary objective.

Haley’s chamber works have been sold and performed worldwide in countries such as Germany, England, France, the Czech Republic, Canada 
and all across the U.S. She has been commissioned by the Florida Bandmasters Association, the Kenosha Community Foundation, the Killian 
Saxophone Trio, and has been commissioned to write works for soloists such as Steve Norrell (Metropolitan Opera bass trombonist) and jazz 
tenor trombone soloist Michael Dease (Christian McBride). Her compositions have received awards from the National BandAssociation, the 
Texas Music Educators Association, the VLAMO International Composition Contest, the MACRO Composition Contest, the International Arcady 
Emerging Composer Contest, and the Noteflight Big Band Composition Contest. Barnhouse, Alfred, Hal Leonard and MurphyMusicPress offer 

published versions of several of her compositions.

As an educator, Haley has serves as an Adjunct Music Instructor for the King’s University, as well as Weatherford and Tarrant County Colleges. Her Creating 
Composers Clinic series is designed to teach composition fundamentals and performance application in an ensemble setting.

AWAY IN A MANGER 
James R. Murray

Arranged by
Haley Woodrow

Instrumentation
1st Alto Sax*
2nd Alto Sax

1st Tenor Sax*
2nd Tenor Sax

Bari Sax

1st Trumpet*
2nd Trumpet
3rd Trumpet
4th Trumpet

1st Trombone*
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone
4th Trombone

Guitar
Piano*
Bass*

Drum Set*

*minimum instrumentation

Written suggested solos provided for
Alto Sax

Tenor Sax
Trumpet

Trombone

Recording Available: www.barnhouse.comm
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