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SPRING BREAK

Composed and Arranged by
Kris Berg

Notes to Director

Spring Break is a perfect tune for young jazz musicians to discover and
perform the samba style. With classic chord changes, the solo section
offers your students numerous outlets for play-along practice. | highly
recommend having your students listen to the Barnhouse demo of this tune
at barnhouse.com to get a great idea of what it can sound like!

While the tune is written in 4/4, at tempo it should be felt in cut time. Most
important to this chart is the drummer capturing the “street samba” groove
or batucada style for most of the chart. The drum part provided is a sketch
of what is desired. There are several videos online that illustrate how to
approach the batucada pattern and this marching samba style. One search
suggestion is: “Latin rhythms - batucada patterns.”

The overall feeling of this chart should be happy! It's upbeat and fun!
Trumpets have the melody at 9 and should be clean and tight, not forced.
Saxes and trombones come in on the repeat, and should not overshadow
the melody. Bar 29 gets a little floaty with the saxes on a melody; bass is
optional here, but attainable with a little practice. Upright or electric bass
is fine.

As mentioned, the solo section can be opened up for numerous soloists
if desired. Use backgrounds as needed. Bar 93 starts the shout chorus.
Strive for balance and blend, making sure everyone follows the lead trumpet.

Bar 113 starts a build-up to the ending. With each repeat, the music
intensifies as instruments are added. The tune ends with a recap of the
melody, and an ending that is sure to leave the audience with a dose of
spring excitement.

If you have any questions, please contact me through my composer page
at barnhouse.com.

About the Composer/Arranger

Kris Berg (b. 1961) has been a best-selling
composer and arranger for over two decades.
He has written charts for Kurt Elling, Delfeayo
Marsalis, Wayne Bergeron, John Pizzarelli, Eric
Marienthal and Chris Vadala; for honors bands
in Texas, Oklahoma, Arizona, South Carolina,
Maine, Maryland, and Missouri; and for
professional, college and public school bands
around the globe.

Mr. Berg is the Artistic Director for Jazz with the Greater Dallas Youth
Orchestra foundation, and is active as an educator, directing honors
jazz bands across the nation, including All State bands in Nebraska,
Montana, Oklahoma, Maine, South Carolina, Arizona, Kentucky, Texas,
and Wyoming.

As a bassist, Kris has appeared or recorded with Phil Woods, Wayne
Bergeron, Peter Erskine, Delfeayo Marsalis, Randy Brecker, and many
others. His Metroplexity Big Band has been awarded 8 Global Music
Awards over two GD’s, “Time Management” and “This Time/Last Year.”
The band has appeared at multiple JEN Conferences and at festivals
around the United States. Their third CD, “Perspectives,” is scheduled
to be released late 2019.
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