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WELCOME TO THE MAJORS

Instrumentation

1st Alto Sax
2nd Alto Sax
1st Tenor Sax
2nd Tenor Sax
Bari Sax

1st Trumpet
2nd Trumpet
3rd Trumpet
4th Trumpet

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone
4th Trombone

Guitar
Piano
Bass

Drums

Program Notes

You've worked hard; hours upon hours of practice, study, and dedication.
Now you’ve made it. Welcome to the Majors!

All of the sections of the team (trumpets, trombones, saxophones, and
rhythm) get a chance to step up to the plate and take a swing. A few featured
players have solo honors midway through the piece. All sections get together
forarollicking shout chorus during the final innings of the chart. Make sure to
listen closely as the saxes play a brief quote of “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”
at the bottom of the ninth.

Recording Available: www.barnhouse.com

LICENSING THIS WORK

Visit barnhouse.com to obtain information on mechanical
(recording) or derivative (arranging) licenses.

Rob Vuono, Jr.

Rehearsal Suggestions

Welcome to the Majors is a fun piece that features a lively melody set atop
a 12-bar blues frame with a light shuffle beat, and features the entire jazz
ensemble as well as each of the sections. The tempo sits well between 132
and 144 BPM,; too fast or too slow will ruin the feel altogether.

First at bat is the rhythm section, and it is important to play what is on the
page as these phrases are used throughout the piece. Contrasts between
soft and loud are important to this piece, so please pay close attention to all
dynamic markings (for example, the upbeat of 3.in bar 8).

The melody is presented three ways, starting at bar 13: trumpets (with piano
fills); saxes (with brass and piano fills); brass (with sax fills).

Please make sure all of the ensembles-are played decisively and crisp, with
careful attention paid to-allinflections and articulations. For example:

» “Drops” are marked either “quick” (m. 25 and 29) or “long” (bar 128),
and are more effective if played that way.

 Saxes should play their figures in m. 37; 41; 85; 89; 97; 101;.and 123
with precision and a very full sound (it may be played louder than
marked, but definitely not softer). The Saxes should also “dig in” as
much as possible during their soli at m. 51-52.

* Trombones should play m. 54-56 with as much inflection as possible,
especially the scooped and dropped chord on the upbeat of 3 in bar 56;
this will make the transition to the solo section much more effective,
so make sure the trombones really-play out here.

The solo section is written for tenor sax, but additional solos may be added
between m. 61 through 72; just play the backgrounds the second time
through each solo, or the last time if you want to have the soloist play for
more than 2 choruses. Make sure there is an overall decrescendo the last
time through m. 71 and 72 before proceeding to bar 73.

The trombones step up to the plate (after the solo section) with a soli, so
make sure to bring this out. This will lead beautifully to the shout chorus
that begins at bar 85. We reach the summit of the chart at bar 97 and hit the
apex at bar 104.

Bar 113-118 is a tag that develops the melodic fragments of the piece before the
final inning of this chart; the Saxes briefly quote “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” at
bar 125. Make as much as possible of the final long drop at the end of the piece.

Keep the rhythm propulsive but light, and the ensembles confident and crisp and
you will have the ingredients of a winning game!

Rt Zous, O

About the Composer

Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. is
currently staff composer/arranger for the
United States Navy Band in Washington,
DC. Rob received _his formal training at
both the Manhattan School of Music and
Mannes College of Music, studying classical
composition and orchestration with Dr. Leo
Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David Loeb.
Additionally, Rob studied arranging with Johnny
Carisi, Jo Boyer,-and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced as a writer and
performer in the New York area, and has been active as a jazz studies
instructor for the International Art of Jazz program and director of
the Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook, New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy
Band, traveling throughout Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East
fora two and a half year period before returning to the United States and
securing positions as staff arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy Band,
and arranging instructor at the Armed Forces School of Music in Norfolk,
VA. Rob writes for a wide variety of ensembles (wind and jazz ensemble,
orchestra, choral, and chamber groups), and has written for a diverse
group of performers that include the rock group Phish, Larry Gatlin,
Ce Ce Winans, and the Bluebonnet Brass. An accomplished trumpet
and piano instrumentalist, Rob is currently active as a writer, performer,
and bandleader, releasing recordings of his work by his own big band.
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