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Instrumentation

1st Alto Sax*
2nd Alto Sax*
1st Tenor Sax*
2nd Tenor Sax
Bari Sax

1st Trumpet™
2nd Trumpet*
3rd Trumpet
4th Trumpet

1st Trombone*
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone
4th Trombone

Guitar

Piano*

Bass*
Drums*

*minimum instrumentation

Written suggested solos provided for

Alto Sax
Tenor Sax
Trumpet
Trombone

Recording Available: www.barnhouse.com
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BINGE WATCH

Mike Hammonds

Program Notes

In the last two decades the evolution of media presentation and consumption has been remarkable. In the digital age, no longer do we have “appointment”
television or viewing. All our programs and music are available at any time and any place. With streaming video services, entire seasons of our favorite
programs have become completely available on demand. We can now consume or binge watch entire seasons of our favorite programs.

This chart captures the nature of our consumption of media in such a way. With each new chorus, the intensity builds as if we were watching more and more
of our favorite episodes. Much like arriving at the final episode in our viewing, the chart ends by becoming less intense in volume until we are left with the final
note. One will notice a change from major to minor in the quality of the last note, leaving the listener wondering “what’s next?”, such as the feeling after realizing
there are no more episodes of our favorite program to view.

Rehearsal Suggestions

Beginning in m. 8, the foundational rhythm for the entire chart is introduced, the staccato quarter note on beat 1 followed by an eighth note on the “and” of 2.
This rhythm shows up in the melody and is the rhythmic foundation under all the melodic ideas throughout the piece. Focus could be placed on the precision
between the snare drum, bass, trombone, bari and tenor saxes on this rhythm and ensuring that the quarter note and eighth note are interpreted as being the
same length or shaped the same.

Two techniques are interjected starting at m. 33, 1) stop time in the rhythm section, saxes and low horns, and 2) trade-off with the melody between the trumpets
and the rest of the band. A rim click on snare or closed Hi-Hat could be added on the beat until the students become comfortable keeping the time in the absence
of the rhythm section. It will be important for the lower horns and saxes to match-in volume and not overblow their response to the trumpets.

The solo section at 45 allows opportunity for students to improvise. While chord changes are provided, the F blues scale may be used exclusively through the
section. The background cues are written into each wind part, and should be assigned to support, yet not cover up, the soloist.

Measure 58 marks the shout chorus and is the volume pinnacle of the chart. Encourage the band to really play out in this section while being mindful of
controlling a good tone. The chart ends with the opening melody and finishes by restating the last two bars of the main melody 2 more times, getting softer
each time. The last chord shifts the ears suddenly from F major to F minor. Because the shift is sudden, there could be some timidity in younger players if they
are unsure of the new sound. Playing the last chord a few times to reassure them of the new harmony and their notes may remedy any uncertainty that they
may have concerning the last pitch.

| hope you enjoy Binge Watch. % W

About the Composer

Mike Hammonds has been a member the of the band staff at Tallassee (Alabama) High School for the past decade, where he serves as director
of the jazz bands at both the middle and high schools, and arranges and composes music for the marching and jazz bands.

Hammonds studied Music Education at Troy University in the early 1990’s under famed band director Dr. John M. Long. During his time at
Troy, he studied music theory and trumpet with composer and arranger Ralph Ford. After college, he enlisted in the United States Army. After
a brief time in short range air defense, he transferred into the Army bands as a trumpet player, which allowed him the opportunity to perform
in five different countries in Western Europe while stationed with the 76th Army band in Germany. His stations at Ft. Jackson, SC and Ft.
Rucker, AL allowed him to perform for former First Lady Laura Bush, General Tommy Franks, former commander for Central Command, and
the Secretary of the Army. While stationed at Ft. Rucker, his duties expanded into leading the 98th Army Silver Wings Jazz Band, and serving
as rehearsal conductor for the concert band and arranger for the ceremonial, concert and jazz bands. He was also selected to compose part of the soundtrack for the
US Army Warrant Officer School’s recruiting video. Post-Army, he performed as a trumpeter before accepting his current position with the Tallassee City School’s
band program.
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