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Instrumentation

1st B> Clarinet ...
2nd Bb Clarinet ..
B> Bass Clarinet. .
BASSOON ..o
1St B2 AIRO SAXOPNONE........veoveeeeeeeeeeeeee e
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone.
BP TENOT SAXOPNONE ..o
Eb Baritone SAXOPNONE..........c..veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s seenees
1st B> Trumpet
200 B2 TIUMPEL ... 5
FHOM e
1st Trombone....
2nd Trombone..............
Euphonium (Baritone) B.C. .......cccciiiiriiiricieice e 2
Euphonium (Baritone) T.C. ..o 2
Tuba ..o

String Bass
Mallet Percussion 1: Bells, Ride Cymbal...........ccccoeeveivivicieieiceccececev 1
Mallet Percussion 2: Xylophone, Marimba...........ccccovvvnnnnenccceececenes
Mallet Percussion 3a: Vibraphone (2 mallets)...
Mallet Percussion 3b: Vibraphone (4 mallets)...

TIMPANI vttt

Percussion 1: Snare Drum, Bass DrumM........cccceueeueveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeececeeeeeve s 2
Percussion 2: Hi-Hat, Suspended Cymbal, Triangle ......... A
Percussion 3: Wind Chimes, Cabasa, Tambourine, Maracas.......................... 2

Program Note

Commissioned by Mrs. Patricia Meeks, supported by the generosity of
friends and colleagues, Skeemantics was composed to honor the life, career
and personality of one of Ohio’s most influential percussion educators, Mr.
James Daniel Meeks. Dan was an inspiring and motivational band director,
percussion educator, adjudicator and clinician during his 40-year career. He
inspired thousands of students in the Southwest Local and Lima Shawnee
School Districts, and also ‘served the Ohio Music Education Association as a
clinician, adjudicator and Caption Head in the area of percussion. Dan knew
no strangers, and he was a best friend to all who knew him. His effervescent
personality and zest for life were his most recognizable traits, and nearly every
adjudicator recording he ever made included his wish for the performers to
“just have fun!” He was well-known for his antics on the golf course, and his
love and mentorship to his family, friends and students has left an unfillable
vacancy in the lives of those who loved him. The title Skeemantics is a nod
to his'last name (spelled backwards!) and his famous sense of humor, and the
piece was a daunting and cathartic journey to capture his larger-than-life playful
and loving spirit. Dan had an incredible passion for percussion education and
performance - especially at the middle level, and therefore it was imperative that
the percussion section would play a prominent role in this energetic and lyrical
piece. Dan’s love for jazz music and beautiful melodies was the inspiration for
the vibraphone solo in the slow section, and his quest to find the fun in all of
life’s adventures is represented in the faster sections of the piece. In addition
to being an accomplished and award-winning band director in her own right,
Dan’s widow, Patricia, is a wonderful trumpet player, and you will therefore hear
many trumpet lines throughout the piece in an effort to keep the two of them
entwined through music. This work was premiered at the Ohio Music Education
Association Professional Development Conference on February 4, 2023 by the
Licking Heights Middle School Wind Ensemble under the direction of Mr. Doug
Perry. Mr. Perry and his supporting staff directors, Ms. Meg Beavers and Mr.
Shane Mathews each had meaningful relationships with Dan, and it was a fitting
world premiere presented by and for some of Dan’s closest friends. | want
to offer special thanks to both Mr. Mathews and Mr. Christopher Carmean for
their wisdom and guidance in the percussion contributions for this work. They
were both students of Mr. Meeks, and their input and suggestions were greatly
appreciated as this piece was being developed. | was incredibly humbled and
genuinely honored to receive the invitation to pay tribute to this wonderful man
through the gift of music - | hope you enjoy Skeemantics!

Rehearsal Suggestions

The opening notes and thematic material of this work are based upon the E-flat
Lydian mode with the raised A natural and can be heard throughout the beginning
of the piece. This can facilitate educational discussion on modes if you choose.
You will notice immediately that there is a Mallet 3a part and a Mallet 3b part. If
you have an advanced mallet player who can negotiate four mallets, please use
the 3b part for that extra challenge. Both parts can be used if your ensemble
enjoys a larger percussion section, but only one should perform the solo from
mm. 65 - 79. The sixteenth figures beginning in m. 3 in flute, clarinet, saxophone,
and xylophone are quite similar each time they occur, which should assist in
learning the patterns. All auxiliary percussion instruments should be played so
they are easily heard and seen by the audience, and the tambourine rolls are meant
to be played with the thumb but can also be ‘shaken’ if needed. The trumpet
and horn parts are often scored as three-part chords and should attempt to be
equally balanced whenever possible (m. 1-2, 5-7, 12-16, etc.). Once the melodic
sections begin at m. 20, they should always be present over the accompaniment,
although the auxiliary maracas, etc. can still take a prominent role. Maracas
can be substituted with a metal shaker if necessary, but the steady pulse and
audibility is most important. Measures 32-34 please bring out the sixteenths.in
the woodwind parts for extra color and momentum. The triangle beater at m. 65
should be as small as possible to create a delicate tone quality during the featured
solo section. ' In preparing for the vibraphone solo that begins at m. 65 (which
can be substituted for solo clarinet, but only if absolutely necessary) you may
choose to have the vibraphonist position the instrument in front of the band for
the feature. There is little time to move it back at the conclusion of the solo, but
it would be fine if they remained there until the conclusion of the piece. Please
choose mallets that offer a warm yet articulate vibraphone tone quality. There are
a number of suspensions throughout this slow section - those should always be
emphasized as much as possible (m. 62, 68, 72, 76, 79 etc.). The transition into
the key change at m. 81 should be considered the beginning of more animation
for the full band section, and a bit more motion is fine to keep the piece moving.
The soaring lines of the euphonium, tenor saxophone and bassoon at m. 81
should have a dominant feel to them (along with the vibraphone 3a part if it
is being used.) Allow the fermata in m. 93 to be a full pause in preparation for
the ‘reflective’ measures that follow. At m. 98-100, please ‘lean into’ the tenuto
notes as much as possible, and tempos can be somewhat rubato for these few
measures: At m. 126, the low brass and woodwinds can enjoy their time with
the melody, and the horns can go ‘bells up’ if they are accurate in the glissandos!
The percussion section should be fully featured in mm. 138 - 143, setting up the

big finish with the full ensemble.
oo (L Cal
(

(Composer bio p. 25)



Commissioned by Mrs. Patricia Meeks and friends in loving memory of Mr. Daniel Meeks,
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About the Composer

A native Ohioan, Lisa Galvin holds two degrees in
Music Education from The Ohio State University, and
recently retired after 30 years of successful teaching in
the Reynoldshurg and Hilliard City School Districts. Her
middle school and high school performing ensembles
have been invited to perform at local, state and national
venues, and they consistently received Superior Ratings
at both District and State level events sanctioned by the
Ohio Music Education Association. In 2014, Lisa was asked to join the staff of
The Ohio State University Marching Band as Interim Associate Director. She is
afounding member of the Brass Band of Columbus, where she has maintained
the Principal Horn chair for the past 33 years. She is also a founding member
and Principal Horn with the Athena Brass Band, comprised of women brass
band professionals from across the United States.

Lisa’s interest in music arranging and composition has steered her toward
an active career of producing all types of music. She was asked to join the
arranging staff of The Ohio State University Marching Band in 2008, and her
music has been featured in several bowl game appearances and popular
halftime videos by the famed marching band. Mrs. Galvin also enjoys writing
solo, ensemble and large group works for a number of middle school and high
school band programs, and she has served as a guest conductor and clinician
for many bands across the state of Ohio. In 2009, Mrs. Galvin was asked to
join the band staff of the newly-opened Hilliard Bradley High School in Hilliard,
Ohio, where she was privileged to have two original compositions chosen
as the school’s Alma Mater and Fight Song “We Are Bradley.” She has been
commissioned for numerous compositions, and in 2012 she was honored to
have one of her original works premiered at the International Women’s Brass
Conference.

Mrs. Galvin also served as an adjunct lecturer in Music Technology at Capital
University and The Ohio State University, where she taught graduate and
undergraduate courses in Finale© and SmartMusic© software. Additionally,
she has served the Ohio Music Education Association in a number of
capacities. Most recently, she and her husband served as the co-chairs of the
2013 State Professional Development Conference in Columbus, Ohio.

Lisa holds membership “in the American Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers (ASCAP), the National Association for Music Education, the
North American Brass Band Association, the International Women’s Brass
Conference and the Ohio Music Education Association. She has been honored
with induction into. Phi Beta Mu International Bandmasters’ Fraternity, Pi
Kappa Lambda International Music Honor Society, the American School Band
Directors’ Association, and she is listed in “Who’s Who of American Women.”
She and her husband, Joe reside in Columbus, Ohio. Together they manage
charnettecreations.com, serving the needs of music educators everywhere.
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