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Program Note
Commissioned by Mrs. Patricia Meeks, supported by the generosity of 
friends and colleagues, Skeemantics was composed to honor the life, career 
and personality of one of Ohio’s most influential percussion educators, Mr. 
James Daniel Meeks.   Dan was an inspiring and motivational band director, 
percussion educator, adjudicator and clinician during his 40-year career.  He 
inspired thousands of students in the Southwest Local and Lima Shawnee 
School Districts, and also served the Ohio Music Education Association as a 
clinician, adjudicator and Caption Head in the area of percussion.  Dan knew 
no strangers, and he was a best friend to all who knew him.  His effervescent 
personality and zest for life were his most recognizable traits, and nearly every 
adjudicator recording he ever made included his wish for the performers to 
“just have fun!”  He was well-known for his antics on the golf course, and his 
love and mentorship to his family, friends and students has left an unfillable 
vacancy in the lives of those who loved him.  The title Skeemantics is a nod 
to his last name (spelled backwards!) and his famous sense of humor, and the 
piece was a daunting and cathartic journey to capture his larger-than-life playful 
and loving spirit.  Dan had an incredible passion for percussion education and 
performance - especially at the middle level, and therefore it was imperative that 
the percussion section would play a prominent role in this energetic and lyrical 
piece.  Dan’s love for jazz music and beautiful melodies was the inspiration for 
the vibraphone solo in the slow section, and his quest to find the fun in all of 
life’s adventures is represented in the faster sections of the piece.  In addition 
to being an accomplished and award-winning band director in her own right, 
Dan’s widow, Patricia, is a wonderful trumpet player, and you will therefore hear 
many trumpet lines throughout the piece in an effort to keep the two of them 
entwined through music.  This work was premiered at the Ohio Music Education 
Association Professional Development Conference on February 4, 2023 by the 
Licking Heights Middle School Wind Ensemble under the direction of Mr. Doug 
Perry.  Mr. Perry and his supporting staff directors, Ms. Meg Beavers and Mr. 
Shane Mathews each had meaningful relationships with Dan, and it was a fitting 
world premiere presented by and for some of Dan’s closest friends.  I want 
to offer special thanks to both Mr. Mathews and Mr. Christopher Carmean for 
their wisdom and guidance in the percussion contributions for this work.  They 
were both students of Mr. Meeks, and their input and suggestions were greatly 
appreciated as this piece was being developed.   I was incredibly humbled and 
genuinely honored to receive the invitation to pay tribute to this wonderful man 
through the gift of music - I hope you enjoy Skeemantics!

 Rehearsal Suggestions
The opening notes and thematic material of this work are based upon the E-flat 
Lydian mode with the raised A natural and can be heard throughout the beginning 
of the piece.  This can facilitate educational discussion on modes if you choose.  
You will notice immediately that there is a Mallet 3a part and a Mallet 3b part. If 
you have an advanced mallet player who can negotiate four mallets, please use 
the 3b part for that extra challenge.  Both parts can be used if your ensemble 
enjoys a larger percussion section, but only one should perform the solo from 
mm. 65 - 79.  The sixteenth figures beginning in m. 3 in flute, clarinet, saxophone, 
and xylophone are quite similar each time they occur, which should assist in 
learning the patterns.  All auxiliary percussion instruments should be played so 
they are easily heard and seen by the audience, and the tambourine rolls are meant 
to be played with the thumb but can also be ‘shaken’ if needed.  The trumpet 
and horn parts are often scored as three-part chords and should attempt to be 
equally balanced whenever possible (m. 1-2, 5-7, 12-16, etc.).  Once the melodic 
sections begin at m. 20, they should always be present over the accompaniment, 
although the auxiliary maracas, etc. can still take a prominent role.  Maracas 
can be substituted with a metal shaker if necessary, but the steady pulse and 
audibility is most important.  Measures 32-34 please bring out the sixteenths in 
the woodwind parts for extra color and momentum.  The triangle beater at m. 65 
should be as small as possible to create a delicate tone quality during the featured 
solo section.  In preparing for the vibraphone solo that begins at m. 65 (which 
can be substituted for solo clarinet, but only if absolutely necessary) you may 
choose to have the vibraphonist position the instrument in front of the band for 
the feature.  There is little time to move it back at the conclusion of the solo, but 
it would be fine if they remained there until the conclusion of the piece.  Please 
choose mallets that offer a warm yet articulate vibraphone tone quality.  There are 
a number of suspensions throughout this slow section - those should always be 
emphasized as much as possible (m. 62, 68, 72, 76, 79 etc.).  The transition into 
the key change at m. 81 should be considered the beginning of more animation 
for the full band section, and a bit more motion is fine to keep the piece moving.  
The soaring lines of the euphonium, tenor saxophone and bassoon at m. 81 
should have a dominant feel to them (along with the vibraphone 3a part if it 
is being used.)  Allow the fermata in m. 93 to be a full pause in preparation for 
the ‘reflective’ measures that follow.  At m. 98-100, please ‘lean into’ the tenuto 
notes as much as possible, and tempos can be somewhat rubato for these few 
measures.  At m. 126, the low brass and woodwinds can enjoy their time with 
the melody, and the horns can go ‘bells up’ if they are accurate in the glissandos!  
The percussion section should be fully featured in mm. 138 - 143, setting up the 
big finish with the full ensemble.
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Conductor Score

SKEEMANTICS 

Commissioned by Mrs. Patricia Meeks and friends in loving memory of Mr. Daniel Meeks,

honoring his many years of dedicated service to bands and percussion students of Ohio
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With beauty ( q = 84)
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Perc. 3

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

&
b
b

b ∑

mf mp

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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solo

mp

?

b
b

b

mf

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b

b

mf

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b

b

mf p

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b

b

mf p

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b
b

b ∑ ∑

mp

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b
b

b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Marimba 

(yarn mallets) ∑

Cue: Vibes

f

∑
∑ ∑

∑
∑

∑

&
b
b

b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

solo

f

&
b
b

b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

solo

f

?

b
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

mf

∑ ∑ ∑

Triangle

mp

sim.

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Cabasa

mf

(5)

Œ

œ œ œ œ ˙
œ

˙
œ

˙
Œ

Œ

œ œ œ œ ˙
œ

˙
œ

˙
Œ

Œ

œ œ ˙
œ ˙

œ ˙
œ

œ

Œ

œ
œ

œ
˙

œ
œ

˙
œ

˙

œ
œ

˙
˙ ™

Œ ˙ œ œ œ ˙
œ

˙
˙ Œ Œ

˙
˙ Œ

˙
˙ Œ

˙
˙

Œ
˙̇

Œ

˙
˙

Œ

œ œ œ
œ œ
œ

Œ Œ

œ œ ˙ ™
˙ ™

˙ ™ œ œ

j
‰

œ ˙ ™ ˙ ™
˙

œ

Œ ˙ Œ
˙

Œ ˙ Œ
œ œ

Œ ˙ Œ
˙ ˙ ™

Œ ˙ Œ ˙ Œ ˙ Œ ˙ Œ ˙ Œ œ
œ ˙ ™

Œ

˙

Œ
˙

Œ

˙

Œ
˙

Œ ˙ Œ
˙

˙ ™

œ œ œ
˙ Œ Œ

˙
Œ ˙ Œ

˙
Œ œ œ

Œ ˙ Œ œ œ ˙ ™

˙ ™
Ó

œ œ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ œ

j ‰

œ ˙ ™ ˙

œ ˙ Œ

˙
˙
™
™

Œ œ
œ œ

œ œ ˙
Œ

œ œ œ
˙

Œ Œ

œ œ œ
œ œ

œ
œ

˙ ™

˙ ™ œ
-

˙

˙ ™
˙ ™

˙ ™
˙

œ ˙

œ
˙ œ œ ˙

Œ

˙
≤ ™

˙

≥
œ
≤ ˙

≥

œ

≤

˙

≥
œ

≤

œ ˙
≥

Œ

˙ ™ ˙
œ

˙

Œ

Œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
˙

œ
œ

˙
œ

˙

œ
œ

˙
˙ ™

Œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ ˙

œ
œ ˙

œ

œ

˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

˙ ™

™

Œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ ˙

œ
œ ˙

œ

œ

˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

˙ ™

™

˙ ™ ‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
Œ

!

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

- 13 -

For 
ref

ere
nc

e o
nly

. 

 
Not 

va
lid

 fo
r p

erf
orm

an
ce

.



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

72

73

73

73 74 75 76 77 78

rit.

rit.

79
80

Fl.

Ob.

1st Cl.

2nd Cl.

Bass Cl.

Bsn.

1st Alto

Sax.

2nd Alto

Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax

1st &

2nd Trpt.

Hn.

1st &

2nd Trom.

Euph.

(Bar.)

Tuba

St. Bass

Mlts. 1

Mlts. 2

Mlts. 3a

Mlts. 3b

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

&
b
b

b ∑

solo

mp

tutti

mf

b

&
b
b

b ∑

mf

b

&
b

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

play

mf

#

&
b ∑

a2

#

&
b

,
#

?

b
b

b b

&

#
#

&

#
#

&
b

#

&

,
#
#

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

tutti, a2

mf

#

&
b
b

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

tutti

mf

n
n

?

b
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

div.

mf

b

?

b
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

mf

b

?

b
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

mf

b

?

b
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

mf

b

&
b
b

b ∑
/

slow scrape on Ride Cym.

mp

∑

&
b
b

b

∑
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

f

play

b

&
b
b

b ∑ b

&
b
b

b ∑ b

?

b
b

b
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

b

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑

Sus. Cym.

mp

/

(5)

Œ
œ œ œ

œ ˙
œ ˙ œ œ

˙
œ ˙

œ
œ

œ
œ ˙ ™

Œ
œ œn œ œ

Œ
˙

Œ ˙ Œ ˙ Œ
œ

œ Œ ˙ Œ œ
œ ˙ ™ Œ

œ œn œ œ

œ

J
‰

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙
œ

œ

˙
œ

˙

œ
œ

œ

œ
˙ ™ Œ œ œ œ œ#

œ̇ œ œ
œ

Œ
˙
˙ Œ

˙
˙ Œ

˙
˙ Œ

˙
˙

Œ
˙̇

Œ

˙
˙

Œ
œ œ

˙ œ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ œ

j
‰

œ ˙ ™ ˙

œ ˙ ™ œ
œ

œ

˙
œ

Œ ˙ Œ
˙

Œ ˙ Œ
œ œ

Œ

˙

Œ
œ œ œ ˙

˙
œ

œ œ œ Œ ˙ Œ ˙ Œ ˙ Œ ˙ Œ ˙ Œ œ
œ œ ˙# œ œ# œ œ œ# œ

˙
œ

Œ

˙

Œ
˙

Œ

˙

Œ
˙

Œ ˙ Œ
œ

œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ# œ œ

˙
œ Œ

˙
Œ ˙ Œ

˙
Œ œ œ

Œ
˙

Œ
˙ œ ˙

˙ œ

˙ œ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ œ

j ‰

œ ˙ ™ ˙ œ
˙ ™ œ

œ
œ

Œ

œ œ# œ œ

Œ
œ

œ œ œ ˙ œ
œ

œ ˙ ™

Œ œ œn

Œ

œ
˙ œ

Œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
≥

œ

≤

œ

≤

Ó ¿ Ó ¿ Ó ¿ Ó ¿ Ó ¿ Ó ¿ Œ Y

Œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙
œ

œ

˙
œ

˙

œ
œ

œ

œ
˙ ™

Œ
œ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ ˙
œ œ

œ œ ˙ œ œ
˙

œ

œ

˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ ˙ ™

Œ œ œ œ œ ˙
œ œ

œ œ ˙ œ œ
˙

œ

œ

˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

˙

˙ ™

™

Œ

!
‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
‰

1
.

J

!
Ó

ææ
æ
œ

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Œ Œ

- 14 -

For 
ref

ere
nc

e o
nly

. 

 
Not 

va
lid

 fo
r p

erf
orm

an
ce

.



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

81

81

Slightly faster ( q = 92)
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