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INTO HEAVEN'S HANDS
David Shaffer

Instrumentation 
Full Conductor Score.................................................................................. 1
Flute/Piccolo............................................................................................. 10
Oboe........................................................................................................... 2
1st Bb Clarinet............................................................................................. 4
2nd Bb Clarinet............................................................................................ 4
3rd Bb Clarinet............................................................................................. 4
Bb Bass Clarinet........................................................................................... 2
Bassoon ..................................................................................................... 2
1st Eb Alto Saxophone................................................................................. 3
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone................................................................................ 3
Bb Tenor Saxophone.................................................................................... 2
Eb Baritone Saxophone................................................................................ 2
1st Bb Trumpet............................................................................................ 3
2nd Bb Trumpet........................................................................................... 3
3rd Bb Trumpet............................................................................................ 3
1st F Horn................................................................................................... 2
2nd F Horn.................................................................................................. 2
1st Trombone.............................................................................................. 2
2nd Trombone............................................................................................. 2
3rd Trombone............................................................................................. 2
Euphonium (Baritone) B.C.......................................................................... 2
Euphonium (Baritone) T.C........................................................................... 2
Tuba............................................................................................................ 4
Chimes, Bells.............................................................................................. 3
Timpani....................................................................................................... 1
Percussion 1: Snare Drum, Bass Drum....................................................... 3
Percussion 2: Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal..................................... 2
Percussion 3: Mark Tree, Sleigh Bells, Tambourine..................................... 2

Program Notes
Into Heaven’s Hands was commissioned by the Savannah River Winds 
(Augusta, Georgia) in memory of long-time flue player Terry Jenkins.  Opening 
with a lush flute soli the piece explodes with power, emotion and jubilation in 
celebration of a beautiful life.  The powerful opening gives way to a lyrical and 
whimsical faster section.  A slower, lyrical middle section compliments the 
entire piece with a balance of pure musical emotion. 

About the Savannah River Winds 
Savannah River Winds was founded in 2001 by its conductor, Richard D.
Brasco and co-conductor Lou Cefus.  It is comprised of band directors, 
professional and amateur musicians, and students from area colleges 
and universities.  The ensemble has performed for the GMEA In-Service 
Conventions and the South Carolina Music Educators Music Conventions. In 
2010, Savannah River Winds was present the prestigious Sudler Silver Scroll 
Award for the outstanding adult band in North America. In 2008 the Savannah 
River Winds recorded a compact disc: The Music of David Shaffer.

Note to the Conductor
Opening with a simple but beautiful flute soli, m. 12 should be a bold and 
dramatic musical elevation into the main theme statement at m. 14.  The 
tempo marking of Allegro Spirito does have some flexibility, especially toward 
a slightly faster tempo, being careful not feel rushed.   The melody at m. 36 
should be carefully balanced with the staccato woodwind rhythmic patterns 
and ensuing countermelodies, especially as the composition becomes fully 
engaged at m. 44.  M. 76 offers a unique several-voice musical counterpoint.   
The upper woodwind descant should be light and whimsical, the main 
melody in the upper and lower brass should be bold and full, while the 
counter-melody in the horns should be played as a striking fanfare. Emphasis 
throughout the lyrical middle section beginning at m. 97 should be placed on 
phrase construction, dynamics, and development of musical tension.  M. 128 
begins the conclusion of the piece, and it is imperative to set and maintain the 
indicated tempo.  As with the beginning fast tempo, a slightly faster tempo 
would be appropriate if desired. M. 158 should be played with power, giving 
strong musical direction up to the very last note of the composition.  

I hope you enjoy preparing and performing Into Heaven’s Hands.   

LICENSING THIS WORK
Visit barnhouse.com to obtain information on mechanical

(recording) or derivative (arranging) licenses.

About the Composer

David Shaffer was born in Columbus, Ohio and attended 
Grove City High School, Grove City, Ohio. He holds a 
Bachelor Degree from the Ohio State University and a 
Master of Music Degree from Miami University (Ohio). 
Mr. Shaffer has taught in the Hamilton, Ohio; Northridge, 
Ohio; and Wyoming, Ohio schools. Mr. Shaffer has been 
associated with the Miami University Marching Band 
for 30 years as Graduate Assistant Director (1978-80), 

Assistant Director (1980-97) and as Director (1997 – 2009). The Miami Band 
has performed for seven regional Bands of America Contests. In 2003 the 
Miami Band was selected as the “Santa Band” in the 77th annual Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City.

In addition to his involvement with Miami University, Mr. Shaffer has over 400 
compositions and arrangements in print. His compositions have been used at 
clinics and music festivals around the world and have been placed on contest 
required-performance lists in the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, 
and Asia. Mr. Shaffer has been the recipient of the ASCAP Standard Award in 
Music Composition for 24 years.

Under the direction of Mr. Shaffer, the Wyoming High School String Orchestra 
performed as the opening group at the 1984 Mid-West National Band and 
Orchestra Director’s Clinic in Chicago. Additional Mid-West conducting 
appearances were in 2000 and 2001 when Mr. Shaffer guest conducted his 
compositions with the Robinson School Band, Fairfax, Va., and the South 
Central Middle School Band, Carterville, Ga.

Currently residing in Boston, Massachusetts, Mr. Shaffer is in demand as 
a conductor for honor bands, new music reading clinics, music festivals, 
and music education seminars. During the summer of 1986 and 1992, he 
served as instrumental director for the Saskatchewan School of Fine Arts. In 
February of 1997 he conducted a program of his music, with the China Youth 
Corps Band in the National Concert Hall, Taipei, Taiwan. In April of 2011 Mr. 
Shaffer premiered his composition At The Red Creek with the Musikkapelle 
Roethenbach, at Roethenbach, Germany.
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