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Program Notes

Rhapsody In Blue was premiered on February 12, 1924 at the Aeolian Hall in
New York City. George Gershwin was the piano soloist with the Paul Whiteman
band. The audience included such notables as Sergei Rachmaninoff, Igor
Stravinsky, Leopold Stokowsky, and John Philip Sousa.

Commissioned by Paul Whiteman and written in the span of three weeks,
“Rhapsody In Blue” was.intended to be an example of symphonic jazz. Ferde
Grofe orchestrated the piece, penned a revision in 1926, and later wrote a
version for symphony orchestra in 1942. This latter version has maintained
a place in the standard orchestral repertoire.

In addition to being a favorite of orchestras world-wide, “Rhapsody In
Blue” has been featured in movies (Disney’s “Fantasia” and Woody Allen’s
“Manhattan,”) at the 1984 Olympics, and in countless commercials..-The
musicis uniquely American. Gershwin described it as “a musical kaleidoscope
of America, of our vast melting pot, of our unduplicated national pep, of our
metropolitan madness.”

Notes to the Conductor

The music of this iconic American masterpiece is characterized by (among
other things) multiple changes in tempo, style and character. Most of these
changes are indicated in the music, but many are not. These changes
represent an interpretive challenge to the conductor. They also grant a certain
amount of interpretive freedom.

As one of the most popular American concert compositions, Rhapsody In
Blue has been performed and recorded by many of the world’s top ensembles.
These recordings can serve to stimulate the conductor’s imagination as they
study this score in preparation for rehearsal and performance.

Best of luck in your performances of Rhapsody In Blue.

(Ldoudh ﬁ%é%J/
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