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Program Notes

The cliché “firing on all cylinders” means to.be working at the greatest level of
efficiency, and with maximum activity and productivity. In this composition, |
created a rhythmically intense soundscape that portrays those simultaneous
ideas of activity and efficiency. As rhythmically involved as it is, the peak
tempo is relatively laid back, borderline casual considering the number of
meter changes. Above all else, | wanted the piece to be exciting for the
audience and performers, a great closing piece to a demanding concert.

Firing On All Cylinders was written for the Purdue University Wind Ensemble,
Jay S. Gephart, Director, and was premiered on March 29, 2016 at Carnegie
Hall.

Rehearsal Notes

* The tom-tom part in percussion 2-is-most easily played with the drums
laid out in “quad” setup (from left to right, 4 —2 — 1 — 3, with 1 being the
highest drum).

» While the saxophone part is written with a lot of bite and a heavy funk
influence, take care to avoid pitch scooping. The musical demands of
this piece are based more on intense precision rather than stylistic
inflection.

* All 3/8 measures should be felt in “one.” All 7/16 measures should be
felt in fast 3 with a long beat 3. All 11/16 measures should be felt in 3
with a short beat 3.

* M. 67 — all melodic parts should be played with moderate detachment,
especially in the 3/4 measures. Strongly emphasize the four against
three.

* Insections such as m. 154, endeavor to get seamless balance among all
chaotic upper woodwind parts. No one line should predominate.

* More than anything else, take all markings, contrasts, and style
indications to the extreme. Shorten the staccato notes, expand tenuto
notes to full value, dig into accents, and exaggerate the difference

between dynamics.

About the Composer

> | Matt Conaway (b. 1979) is an Assistant Professor of
Bands at Purdue University in West Lafayette, IN. He
serves as Associate Director of the famed “All-American”
Marching Band, directs the University Concert Band and
Varsity Band, assists with the basketball pep bands as
a director and staff arranger, and is the department’s
technical coordinator. Prior to this appointment, he
served for ten years as the Director of Bands for the West
Lafayette Community School Corporation, during which time the program
received many state and national accolades for musical excellence.

His compositions for band range from very beginning through very advanced,
based on his experience working with all levels of performers in grades 5-12.
Matt is also an accomplished arranger, and has written for athletic bands at
Indiana University, Purdue University, and many high schools throughout the
Midwest. His arrangements have been heard on the national stage at multiple
bowl games and college basketball tournaments since 1999.

After graduating from Woodhaven (MI) High School in 1997, he attended
Indiana University — Bloomington, where he studied arranging with David
Woodley. He received his Bachelor of Music Education with Distinction in
2001, and earned a Masters of Music degree from the American Band College
of Sam Houston State University in 2010. Matt has been‘granted honorary
membership in Tau Beta Sigma and Kappa Kappa Psi, and was recently
inducted into the Gamma Chapter of Phi Beta Mu. He is also a member of
NATfME, NBA, Indiana Music Educators ‘Assaociation, Indiana Bandmasters
Association, and ASCAP. He is in demand as a clinician and adjudicator at
concert band festivals and competitions throughout the Midwest.

| The Washington Winds,

& Edward S. Petersen — Conductor
CONTENTS: Rise (Galante), Fantasy On Old Hundred
(Holsinger), Pageantry March (K. L. King / arr. Glover),
As | Walked Through The Meadow (La Plante), Prelude And Presto (Holsinger), La
Sorella (arr. Glover), The River And The Rock (Shaffer), The Parting Glass (setting by
Conaway), Marche Russe (Ganne / arr. C. T. Smith), The Lost City Of Shambhala (Bell),
The Bluebonnet Revue (Wasson), Soliloquy (Holsinger), A Trombone Family Reunion
(Fillmore / arr. Glover), Dylan Has The Look (Holsinger), Jubilee 150 (Chattaway)

LICENSING THIS WORK

Visit barnhouse.com to obtain information on mechanical
(recording) or derivative (arranging) licenses.
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Written for the Purdue University Wind Ensemble, Jay S. Gephart, Conductor
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MATT CONAWAY
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