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TREK!
Herbert W. Bassett

Instrumentation 
Full Conductor Score......................................................................................1
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Oboe...............................................................................................................2
1st Bb Clarinet.................................................................................................4
2nd Bb Clarinet................................................................................................4
3rd Bb Clarinet.................................................................................................4
Bb Bass Clarinet...............................................................................................2
Bassoon .........................................................................................................2
1st Eb Alto Saxophone.....................................................................................3
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone....................................................................................3
Bb Tenor Saxophone........................................................................................2
Eb Baritone Saxophone....................................................................................2
1st Bb Trumpet................................................................................................3
2nd Bb Trumpet...............................................................................................3
3rd Bb Trumpet................................................................................................3
1st F Horn.......................................................................................................2
2nd F Horn......................................................................................................2
1st Trombone..................................................................................................2
2nd Trombone.................................................................................................2
3rd Trombone.................................................................................................2
Euphonium (Baritone) B.C..............................................................................2
Euphonium (Baritone) T.C...............................................................................2
Tuba................................................................................................................4
Mallet Percussion: Xylophone, Marimba.........................................................2
Timpani, Triangle.............................................................................................2
Percussion 1: Snare Drum, Bass Drum...........................................................3
Percussion 2: Toms, Suspended Cymbal, Clave, Shaker, 
                Slapstick, Crash Cymbals, Ride Cymbal..........................................3

Program Notes
Each summer, I bicycle the back roads near my home in Caldwell Parish, 
Louisiana. Local timber and farmlands provide the scenery; the sounds of 
gears, wind, and passing cars are the soundtrack.

The rhythm of the bike and the cadence of the pedals inspired the metrical 
metamorphosis of the themes used in Trek!  I maintain a constant cadence 
on the pedals, and use the different gear ratios to set appropriate speeds for 
different terrain.  In hilly terrain, shifting is frequent.  The constant speed of 
the eighth note is the cadence of the pedals; the changes of meter are the 
shifts of the gears.

The three sections of this music were inspired by the acceleration phase, the 
tranquility of the ride, and that nasty uphill climb, then descent on Highway 
506 near the LaSalle Parish line.

Rehearsal Suggestions

The eighth note pulse remains constant from beginning to end.  Take special care 
to ensure that balance is maintained throughout the crescendo/decrescendo 
patterns on the Doppler-shift motives (m. 18, 19, etc.). Maximum volume 
should be reached at the change of note.

I suggest that for rehearsal, all count-offs should be given in simple meter (1 & 
2 & 3 & 4 &) even when starting at the beginning or any other compound meter 
measure. Tempo for the quarter note is 144-156.  Due to their poly-metric 
nature, some sections, such as m. 116-128 may be conducted as either in 2 or 
3 beats to the measure at the discretion of the director.

I hope you enjoy Trek!

LICENSING THIS WORK
Visit barnhouse.com to obtain information on mechanical

(recording) or derivative (arranging) licenses.

About the Composer

H. W. Bassett has directed bands in the public schools 
of northeast Louisiana for 33 years. Most of his career 
has been spent in small school band programs where 
he was the sole director for grades 6-12. Since 2007, 
he has taught all band students at LaSalle Junior High 
and LaSalle High School in Olla, Louisiana. Concurrently 
he served as director at Jena Junior High and High 
School 2010-2015, and he previously served as director 

at Caldwell Parish High School, Vidalia Junior High and High School, and 
Tallulah Jr./Sr. High School.

Utilizing his experience with students at all levels, Mr. Bassett specializes in 
custom composing and arranging for small high school bands. Seventeen of 
his works have been performed at the LMEA State Festival, and his works have 
been featured at the Ark-La-Tex, Louisiana Music Educators' Association, and 
Mississippi Bandmasters conferences.

Mr. Bassett is a member of Louisiana Music Educators' Association, has twice 
served as president of the District I Band Directors' Association, and served as 
Assistant Executive Director of the South Central Regional Music Conference.

RECORDINGS
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Allegro con moto ( q. = 96-104) ( e = e )

Allegro con moto ( q. = 96-104) ( e = e )

Conductor Score
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