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THE BLUEBONNET REVUE

Vaudeville Meets Texas
John Wasson

Instrumentation
FUIl CONAUCTOT SCOTE ...t 1
1st Flute.....cueevneee. .5
2nd Flute. .5
Oboe .............. .2
1st B> Clarinet ... .5
200 BP ClAMNEL ..o 5
BP BASS ClAMNEL.........oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseee e 2
Bassoon ........ccco...... .2
1St EP AIRO SAXOPNONE ... 3
200 B> AIO SAXOPNONE. ... 3

BP Tenor Saxophone...... 2
Eb Baritone Saxophone.. .2
1st B> Trumpet .............. .5
5
4

2nd B> Trumpet ......
1st & 2nd F Horn ... .
1SETIOMDONE ... 3
200 TrOMDONE. ...ttt 3
Euphonium (Baritone) BC .
Euphonium (Baritone) TC..

Mallet Percussion 1: Chimes, Bells..............
Mallet Percussion 2: Xylophone, Vibraphone..

TIMPANI ..t 1
Percussion 1: Drum Set (Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Hi-Hat, Toms,

Sand Blocks (01 Cabasa)) .......cccvvrevevevereeririeieisisiseesseseseie s 3
Percussion 2: Triangle, Gong, Wood Block, Tambourine, Flexatone, Ratchet,

VIDFASIAD ..vvieicecee et 2
Percussion 3: Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal, Bass Drum,

Temple Blocks, Finger Cymbals, Cowbell ............ccoevevevereidevereiienian, 2

Notes to Conductor

Bluehonnet Revue is a fast-paced work conceived as a musical collision
between the folk music of Texas and a high energy Broadway revue or variety
show. The piece is to be performed from a light-hearted and humorous point
of view for both the ensemble and the audience—nothing too serious here!
The 32-measure main theme of the work begins at m. 9 in the trombones and
bassoons, and is punctuated with snippets of other well-known Texas themes
such as “The Eyes of Texas,” “The Yellow Rose of Texas,” and “Cotton-Eyed
Joe.”

For the performers in the ensemble, the keys to success are playing with
strict attention to the tempo and style, and an awareness of melody versus
background parts. The players should bring out each theme as they are
introduced.

Some portions of the work are decidedly “over the top,” and can thus be
played with reckless abandon. These include the big band saxophone soli
section at m. 42, the bombastic low woodwind/brass melody at m. 50, and
the entire percussion feature starting at m. 76.

The grand finale section at m. 102 combines all the melodies together, and
care should be given that no melody gets lost in the overall sound!

Best wishes for a toe-tapping, heel-kicking, “yee-haw!” good time!

About the Composer

John Wasson (b. 1956) leads a busy life as a composer,
arranger, producer and performer. His works have been
performed by such notable organizations as the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra, the U.S. Air Force “Airmen of
Note”, The Gatlin Brothers, and the Dallas Brass. He
has written commissioned works for the Symphony
Orchestras of Minnesota, Houston, Dallas, Virginia
Beach and Fort Worth, as well as the U. S. Air Force
Academy Band and the Dallas Wind Symphony.

John has written and produced music for advertising and television clients
such as Electronic Data Systems, the Salvation Army, Zola Levitt Ministries,
Radio Shack, Stop N Go, and Kern’s Nectars.

As a low brass performer, John has been a member of the Stan Kenton and
Woody Herman Orchestras and the Dallas Brass. He has worked with such
notable artists as Michael Bolton, Tony Bennett, Bill Conti, Cab Calloway,
Reba Mclntyre, Liza Minnelli, Frank Sinatra, Jr., Richard Stolzman, and Joe
Williams. He also leads his own performing groups the Strata Big Band and
the CoolBrass Jazztet.

John received his Bachelor of Music in Theory and his Masters of Music in
Trombone Performance at the University of North Texas, where he played
in the internationally acclaimed One O’Clock LabBand, and was a teaching
fellow in Jazz Arranging with Paris Rutherford.
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John Wasson (ASCAP)

THE BLQEdB.thl\T}\ITET REVUE

Commissioned by the Keller (TX) Middle School Band, Jedidiah Maus, Director,
and premiered at their appearance at the 72nd Annual Midwest Clinic, Chicago, lllinois

Conductor Score

© 2019 Birch Island Music Press (ASCAP), P.O. Box 680, Oskaloosa, [A 52577, U.S.A.
International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

Concert Bass Drum notes in Percussion 3 may be omitted if Drum Set is not used for Percussion 1 part

* Percussion 1 may be played on Drum Set by a single player or by multiple players.
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Finger Cymbals, Cowbell
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