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FORGED IN FIRE
Rob Romeyn
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Percussion 2: Triangle, Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals...................... 3

Program Notes

Forged In Fire is a work of vibrant energy, vivid color and immense power. It
draws inspiration from the extraordinary power and uses of fire, and its effect
on early civilization and industrialization. A calm and sensitive introduction
leads to a new theme at a quickening tempo. This theme, stated simply at
first, is then embellished by a driving rhythm multi-meter effect, and further
developed with layered contemporary harmonies, changing textures and
variations on the theme. After a breathtaking climax, the original theme is
restated, more powerfully this time. It then subsides, before building to a
shimmering, red hot ending.

Rehearsal Suggestions

Play the opening measures with great expression, striving for a balance
between the melodic percussion and the remainder of the ensemble. The
section at m. 16 should be faster and aggressive; the tempo marking here
is only a suggestion. Choose a tempo that is appropriate for the ability level
of the ensemble. The accented syncopation is important throughout the
piece. Beginning at m. 51, some flutes can double the oboe part if needed for
improved balance. At m. 77, upper woodwinds provide background support
for the melodic material in low brass and woodwinds; achieve appropriate
balance within these parts. The section at m. 121 should be exciting and
full, pushing all the way to the downbeat of m. 129. The harns should soar
in this section.

| hope that you and your ensemble enjoy rehearsing and performing Forged
In Fire. Thank you for programming my music. Please contact me at my
composer page at www.barnhouse.com with any comments or questions.

AR

About the Composer

Rob Romeyn’s (b. 1961) music career has been multi-
faceted and diverse. He has served as a performer,
conductor, educator and as a composer and arranger.
As a band director, he has directed bands from the
elementary level to adult community groups. His first
composition for band was published at age 19. His
ability to write effective and educationally sound music

i for bands and string orchestras of all levels can be
attributed to his vast teaching experiences.

Many elementary, middle school, high school, university, community bands
and string orchestras worldwide have performed his arrangements and
compositions. He has been commissioned to write for marching band, concert
band, string orchestra and jazz ensemble. His concert band and orchestra
music is on many state required music lists. Many of his works are featured
as “Editor’s Choice” selections at all levels by major music distributors. His
music has seen extensive airplay worldwide. Many of his arrangements have
been featured on national television, including portions of the Peach Bowl
halftime 'shows for 2000-2001, and the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.
Mr. Romeyn is @ member of the American Society of Composers Authors
and Publishers. Much of his music has been recorded, andis available on
CD and download through Walking Frog Records and other music outlets.
He is in demand as a guest conductor for honor bands, and regularly accepts
new commissions. His conducting and rehearsal style has been described as
inspiring and energetic.

Mr. Romeyn received a M.M. Ed. Degree from the University of Louisiana
at Monroe. He served as staff arranger for the University of Louisiana at
Monroe "Sound of Today" band from 1983-1986. His graduate assistant
duties at ULM in addition to arranging included conducting the university
concert band and the basketball pep band. Mr. Romeyn also served as
staff arranger at James Madison University. He was the director of the St.
Petersburg Community Band in St. Petersburg, Florida from 1994-2013.
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