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CONVERSATIONS
Chandler L. Wilson

Instrumentation
FUIl CONAUCEOT SCOTE ... 1
PICCOI0 ..ttt 1
1st & 2nd Flute .. ...10
1St & 2N OD0B......vvii e 2

1St BP CIAMNEL. ... 4
200 & 31 B> CIATNET ... 6
Eb CONtra A0 CIATINEL™ ... 1
BP BASS ClATNET ... 2
BASSO0M ... 2
CONtrabasS00N™ ........coviieieieeceee et 1

15t & 2nd E> Alt0 SAXOPRONE ...t 6

B> TeNOT SAXOPROME ... 2
Eb Baritone SAXOPRONE ..........veeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 2
1St BP TEUMPEL. ..ot 3
200 BY TIUMPEL ... 3
310 BP TEUMPEE .o 3
TSE& 2NA FHOM o 2

3rd & 4th FHOM ..o 2

TS TFOMDONE ... 2
200 TFOMDONE....eieieieteee ettt 2
3PA TrOMDONE ...ttt 2
Euphonium (Baritone) B.C. ......ccoceueiriiireieciescessce et 2
Euphonium (Baritone) T.C......cccovieeiiceeecesee et 2
TUDA ottt e 4
CRIMIBS ..ttt 1
BRIIS . 1
MAIMDA. ..ot 1
VIDIAPNONE. ..o e 1
TIMPANI vttt nae e 1
Percussion 1: Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Tambouring..........c......ieecevenrnen. 3
Percussion 2: Suspended Cymbal, Hi-Hat, Gong, Crash Cymbals,

Triangle Wind Chimes ..........ccoovvveieiieeieieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeitite 3

*parts not shown on score

Rehearsal Suggestions

Conversations was commissioned by Benjamin E. Mays High School,
Director, William Oliver, director; for performance at the 2017 Georgia Music
Educators Association Conference. Itis based on the idea of “conversations”
that are needed for society to progressively move forward. In recent years,
our country has had increasing struggles with racial issues and equality. This
short musical poem expresses the importance of considering and respecting
another’s point of view.

The music_begins with two thematic ideas (conversations) that<oscillate
between some of the same thoughts, and contrasting views on-those
thoughts. The second dialogue is a vocal-like exchange between the piccolo
and bassoon. The timbre of these two instruments, though they represent
diverse ideas, they find themselves creating a beautiful and calming melody
together despite their differences.

The inclusion of “Lift Every Voice and Sing” is intended to pay respect to the
African-American community. In an effort to represent a series of necessary
dialogue regarding equality, this hymn (particularly the last stanza) "Keep us
forever in the path, we pray" and "may we forever stand true to our God, true
to our native land" has served as the national prayer of the African-American
community. This section starts with a trumpet solo, featuring interjections
from oboe and clarinet, much like a standard Baptist church service where
members of the congregation may ad-lib around the main soloist. Out of a
congregational unison the ensemble plays a resounding emotional rendition
of “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”

Following the James Weldon Johnson’s hymn, the music elevates its
emotional intensity by following with hints of “America the Beautiful.” We,
the American society, through conversations have an obligation to address
and find meaningful solutions to racial inequality within our communities.

Leilicne Wes cnd Dendlis Lo

About the Composer

Chandler L. Wilson is a native of Miami, FL. He attended
Florida A&M University (FAMU) where he earned his
Bachelor of Science in Music Education. While a student
at FAMU, he served as the University Band President
and section leader of the saxophones. During his time
at FAMU, he was selected as the student arranger and
conductor for the marching and symphonic bands,
and was also chosen as one of the first student staff
members for the “Marching 100”. Mr. Wilson earned
a Master of Arts in Wind Band Conducting from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania where he studied with Dr. Jack Stamp. Many compositions of
Mr. Wilson have been premiered and performed on the concert band stage
with All-County/District Honor Bands and All-State Bands. He has also had
selections performed at the Music for All National Festival and the Midwest
Band and Orchestra Clinic.

Mr. Wilson served as band director of Hollywood Hills High School (2008-
2012). Under his direction, the students consistently earned Superior
ratings in concert and marching band. In 2011, the Hollywood Hills Spartan
Pride Marching Band appeared on National TV while participating in the
McDonalds Thanksgiving Day Parade in Chicago, IL. Mr. Wilson; also served
as band director at Cooper City High School (2014-2016), in Cooper City,
FL. In December of 2015, the Cooper City Marching Band participated in the
Sugar Bowl’s marching band competition where they were named “Grand
Champions”. While maintaining consistent Superior ratings with Cooper City
High School band program Mr. Wilson was the director and supervisor of 3
concert bands, 2 jazz bands, 2 winter guard programs, and marching band.

Outside of the classroom Mr. Wilson‘served as the associate conductor of
the Broward Symphonic Band under Neil Jenkins from 2010 to 2016. He has
also served as assistant conductor of the Music Ambassadors Europe Music
Tour in the summers of 2010 and 2012. Mr. Wilson has studied conducting
under the batons of Prof. Richard Clary, Dr. Jack Stamp, Dr. Julian White,
Dr. Shelby Chipman, Dr. Roby George, Masetro Raffaele Ponti, and Mr.Neil
Jenkins.

He holds professional” memberships in the Music Educators National
Conference, Florida Bandmasters Association, Pennsylvania Music Educators
Association, Kappa Kappa Psi National Honorary Band Fraternity, and is an
honorary member “Friend of the Arts” of Sigma Alpha lota. Mr. Wilson is a
recipient of the Florida Bandmasters Association “Tom Bishop Award” and
is also a member of ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors, and
Publishers). His selection, "Legends of the Galaxy (A Cosmic Fanfare)", was
ranked in the Top 100 band compositions in the American Band College/Band
World Magazine/Western International Band Clinic Literature List for 2016.

Mr. Wilson is currently attending Florida State University where he is working
towards his Ph.D in Music Education with an emphasis in conducting.
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