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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Larry Neeck is an internationally recognized
composer, with more than one hundred works
for concert band and jazz ensemble published
by C.L. Barnhouse Company. As a composer,
he has been commissioned numerous times
to write for concert band, jazz ensemble, and
orchestra, and often works as a guest con-
ductor and clinician. His compositions for
string orchestra are published by Arco String
Publications. He’s received numerous ASCAP
awards for his compositions.

His CDs, “Swing Machine,” recorded by the
Studio A Big Band, and “Midnight Escape,” recorded by the Washington
Winds are available from Walking Frog Records. His music has also
been heard on PBS television.

In addition to composing, Mr. Neeck performs as a pianist, specializing
in jazz and theatre music. He performs as a soloist, and with combos
and big bands throughout the upstate New York area. He recently
retired, after 32 years, as a band director in the Webster (NY) Central
School District, where he directed concert bands, jazz ensembles, and
was co-founder and director of the Willink Middle School Student/Parent
Band.

Mr. Neeck holds a B.A. in Music from the University of Pittsburgh, and
an M.M. in Music Education from the Eastman School of Music. He is a
member of the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers
(ASCAP), National Association for Music Education (NAfME), New York
State School Music Association (NYSSMA), and the New York State
Band Directors Association (NYSBDA).

PROGRAM NOTES

Beyond Bold Horizons was commissioned to celebrate the beauty and
spirit of Rochester, New York. The dramatic nature of this work portrays the
historical importance of Rochester, the Erie Canal, and the Genesee River,
in the opening of the American Frontier in the early to mid-1800’s. Recalled
are prominent Rochesterians Susan B. Anthony and Frederick Douglass,
who were national leaders in the abolitionist and women’s suffrage move-
ments. Artistic excellence and scientific innovation are represented by
George Eastman and Eastman Kodak, the company he founded, and the
Eastman School of Music. The character of the music is meant to suggest
all of these images, although there are no specific musical themes that are
tied to them.

REHEARSAL SUGGESTIONS

Musically, the piece should be performed in a bold and dramatic fashion.
The first section (m. 1-121) introduces two distinctly martial themes, one in
major (m. 19) and the other in minor (m. 67). The first theme is celebrato-
ry in nature. The second theme is more lyrical, but the accompaniment to
this theme reinforces the energetic nature of this first section. Balance the
aggressive nature of the accompaniment with the lyricism of the melody
when it occurs. Pay careful attention to dynamics: the music should be
strong, but not overpowering. Once the percussion section masters the 6/8
rhythms, it will provide a solid foundation for the rest of the band. Be sure
to distinguish between the tied eighth-note rhythms (example: trumpets at
m. 35), and the tied dotted-quarter/quarter-note followed by two sixteenths
rhythm (saxophones, trumpets, horns at m. 43).

The lyrical, middle section (beginning at m. 125) should be played in a flow-
ing, legato style, with a bit of a lilt.  Strive for uniform phrasing, and be sure
the accompaniment is soft enough to support the soloists.

The “Tempo Primo” recapitulation at m. 149 should reestablish the martial
character of the first section, and lead to a dramatic and forceful conclusion.
Be aware that throughout the piece, the percussion section plays an impor-
tant part in sustaining the tempo, as well as providing changes of color and
timbre, which reinforce the various themes of the piece.

| hope you will enjoy rehearsing and performing Beyond Bold Horizons.
Best wishes for a successful performance!

- Larry Neeck

CD Recording Available
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