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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Rob Romeyn’s (b. 1961) music career has
been multi-faceted and diverse. He has
served as a performer, conductor, educa-
tor and as a composer and arranger. As a
band director, he has directed bands from
the elementary level to adult community
groups. His first composition for band was
published at age 19. His ability to write
effective and educationally sound music
for bands of all levels can be attributed to
his vast teaching experiences.

Many elementary, middle school, high
school, university, and. community bands
worldwide have performed his arrangements and compositions. He
has been commissioned to write for marching band, concert band
and jazz ensemble. His concert band music is on many state
required music lists. Many of his arrangements have been featured
on national television, including portions of the Peach Bowl halftime
shows for 2000-2001, and the 2008 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade. His “After the Battle” was performed at the 2007 Midwest
Band and Orchestra Clinic. Mr. Romeyn is a member of the
American Society of Composers Authors and Publishers. Much of
his music has been recorded, and is available on CD and download
through Walking Frog Records and other music outlets.

Mr. Romeyn received a M.M. Ed. Degree from the University of
Louisiana at Monroe. He served as staff arranger for the University
of Louisiana at Monroe "Sound of Today" band from 1983-1986. His
graduate assistant duties at ULM in addition to arranging included
conducting the university concert band and the basketball pep
band. Mr. Romeyn also served as staff arranger at James Madison
University. He was the director of the St. Petersburg Community
Band in St. Petersburg, Florida from 1994-2013.

PROGRAM NOTES

In Greek mythology, Zeus gave Pandora a box, but warned her never to
open it. Nevertheless, the urge to open it overcame her. All of life’s mis-
eries came out of the box, let free into the world. The last thing remaining
in the box was hope, and a new beginning. This powerful and poignant
work depicts the story of Pandora’s box. A bold and forceful opening
statement gives way to a beautiful and haunting melody. As the music
develops, lush and mournfully dissonant harmonies gradually build to a
climax of incredible emotion and power. In the final measures of the piece
we are reminded of a new hope and a new beginning, creating a sensi-
tive moment that will not be forgotten.

REHEARSAL SUGGESTIONS

The opening section should be marcato and forceful. Beginning at m. 8,
the vibraphone adds greatly to the effect. If no vibes are available, other
keyboard instruments can be substituted. Beginning at m. 16, the dynam-
ic shaping is very important, as it is throughout the piece. The flute is dou-
bled on the vibraphone at m. 22. Strive for balance and blend here. At m.
32, dynamics are critical leading into the climax at m. 40. The sustained
notes in m. 40-42 should be played without a break between measures.
Beginning in m. 59, the horns and alto saxophone have a countermelody,
which should be brought out. The crescendo building into m. 96 is impor-
tant, as it is the climax of the piece.

| hope that you and'the ensemble enjoy rehearsing and performing
Pandora’s Lament. Please contact me on my composer page at
www.barnhouse.com with any comments or questions. Best wishes!

Rob Romeyn

CD Recording Available
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PANDORA’S LAMENT

Conductor Score
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