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THE OCEAN OF FIRE

Jeremy Bell

Instrumentation

FUIl CONAUCION SCOTE ..vveeeiercreieinrercie e cer v b v eereveeees 1
Flute/Piccolo ... .10
OD0B oottt et b et b et b et b et benees 2
18T BP ClANB ..o e 5
200 BY CIaTiNBL.. ..ottt 5
BP BASS ClAMNeT .....eeceeceeceeec et 2
BASSOON ettt ees 2
1St B AITO SaXOPNONE ....viiieeeeeecceeeeee e 3
2nd B> A0 SAXOPNONE ...t 3
B> TENOT SAXOPNONE ...ttt 2
E> Baritone SaxoPhoNE ...t 2
1St BY TIUMPEL ettt 5
2N BP TIUMPEL .ot 5
TSEF HOMM 1o 2
NG FHOM o 2
1T TrOMBONE ...t 2
2N TrOMBONB. ..t 2
31 TTOMBOMNE ..ottt 2
Euphonium (Baritone) BO ......ccccveeienreeceinreree e cereveenes 2
Euphonium (Baritone) TC.......ccoveeiecnereecnreree e csreveeeeseveeees 2
TUDZ coevie et eres s s ns st anse st an st eans st anre s senanees 4
String Bass (OPLIONAl) .v.vveveviieeeriieeesse e 1
Mallet Percussion: Xylophone, Chimes ...

TIMPANI vttt van
Percussion 1: Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Hi-Hat, Mark Tree............ 4
Percussion 2: Triangle, TAMbBOUTING ...cooviiveviieeeecesionc e 2
Percussion 3: Djembe or Dumbek, Mark Tree........cccvveeevivennene. 2
Percussion 4: Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals....................... 2

About the Composer

Jeremy Bell received his Bachelor of Music
degree inMusic Composition from Bradley
University in Peoria, IL where he studied with
Dr. Stephen Heinemann. [n 2011, he graduated
from Arizona State University with a Masters
in Music Composition after studying with Dr.
Rodney Rogers and Dr. Jody Rockmaker. His first
commissioned work was accepted for publication
in 2011, and since then, Jeremy has been active as
a band and choral composer while simultaneously
working on developing his commercial compositionportfolio. Jeremy
currently instructs the Music Theory and Appreciation course at Collins
College in Tempe, Arizona, in addition to teaching private lessons on piano,
flute, guitar, and voice. He is a performer and entertainer at The Big Bang
Dueling Piano bar in Tempe and the Assistant Music Director at Ghurch of
the Master in Mesa, Arizona.

Program Notes

The Ocean of Fire makes extensive use of the double harmonic scale, also
known as the Arabic or Byzantine scale, to give it that middle-eastern or
Arabic sound. The scale is symmetrical and contains 2 augmented seconds
that create the characteristic sound associated with middle-eastern music,
and more specifically the Western interpretation of it. Composers for movies
like The Mummy, Aladdin, Syriana and Hidalgo all use elements of this scale,
giving the scores a unique, ethnic sound that we relate to Arabic music. The
Ocean of Fire portrays the vast desert landscape in both is its beauty and
unrelenting hostility, a region with sandstorms, and very little annual rainfall.
Despite this, oasis settlements have thrived in this region, and Bedouins have
wandered the desert, making this land their home.

Rehearsal Suggestions

To start out, it would be a great idea to have the whole band play a double
harmonicscale. Starting on concert pitch C, this would include the pitches C,
Db, E, E G, Ab, B, C. This will help them get used to unusual fingerings created
by the augmented seconds, and also train their ears to be accustomed to
the unigue sound and symmetry of the scale. This piece contains a ot of
fast passages and scales that may prove challenging, particularly for the
upper woodwinds. | would suggest having them split off into groups to have
sectional rehearsals where they are able to break down the fast passages by
playing them slowly, and building speed as they become more comfortable.
For the brass and low woodwinds, there are a few athletic and difficult
sections, particularly m. 37-51, 59-69, and 85-92. Make sure that intonation
is not sacrificed during these fast sections, and that they blend well with
others. This piece is meant to be very powerful, and every part is given
opportunities to come into the foreground and be the focus as the motives
weave throughout the ensemble.

| hope you enjoy The Ocean of Fire!
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