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SPARKLING LIGHTS

FANFARE ON “O CHRISTMAS TREFE”

Matt Conaway

INSTRUMENTATION
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Percussion 1: Snare Drum, Bass Drum. ............ .
Percussion 2: Suspended Cymbal, Sleigh Bells ......ccccoirricicicnccriciicnanannes 2

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Matt Conaway (b. 1979) is an Assistant
Professor of Bands at Purdue University in West
Lafayette, IN. He serves as Associate Director of
the famed “All-American” Marching Band,
directs the University Concert Band and Varsity
Band, assists with the basketball pep bands as
a director and staff arranger, and is the depart-
ment's technical coordinator. Prior to this
appointment, he served for ten years as the
Director of Bands for the West Lafayette
Community School Corporation, during which
time the program received many state and
national accolades for musical excellence.

His compositions for band range from very beginning through very advanced,
based on his experience working with all levels of performers in grades 5-12.
Matt is also an accomplished arranger, and has written for athletic bands at
Indiana University, Purdue University, and many high schools throughout the
Midwest. His arrangements have been heard on the national stage at muilti-
ple bowl games and college basketball tournaments since 1999.

After graduating from Woodhaven (Ml) High School in 1997, he attended
Indiana University — Bloomington, where he studied arranging with David
Woodley. He received his Bachelor of Music Education with Distinction in
2001, and earned a Masters of Music degree from the American Band
College of Sam Houston State University in 2010. Matt has been grant-
ed honorary membership in Tau Beta Sigma and Kappa Kappa Psi, and
was recently inducted into the Gamma Chapter of Phi Beta Mu. He is
also a member of NAfME, NBA, Indiana Music Educators Association,
Indiana Bandmasters Association, and ASCAP. He is in demand as a cli-
nician and adjudicator at concert band festivals and competitions
throughout the Midwest.

PROGRAM NOTES

The traditional Christmas carol “O Christmas Tree” originated in the 16th century
folk song “Ach Tannenbaum,” which received modern lyrics in the 19th century as
“O Tannenbaum.” The theme has been used in a variety of settings both holiday-
oriented and not. It is notably the melody of “Maryland, My Maryland,” their offi-
cial state song.

This setting transforms it from the typically stately presentation into an energetic,
dynamic fanfare. Shifting meters, contemporary harmonies, and driving percus-
sion all contribute to this modern take on an old, familiar piece for this season.

REHEARSAL SUGGESTIONS

Careful attention to the articulations on the melody early on will help define the
style for all players later on.

Mm. 18-19: When the 16th note flourishes begin, be careful to keep the notes very
even; most players rush the first couple notes, and this will make the sound
muddy.

M. 29: Make sure that the clarinet and saxophone parts can be clearly heard.

M. 45: Saxophone parts should be balanced as an echo of the clarinets, but still
clearly heard above the accompaniment.

PERCUSSION NOTES

This piece requires seven percussionists to cover all parts. If you have fewer play-
ers, eliminate parts in this order:

o Chimes
o Bass Drum
o Suspended Cymbal

Make sure all accents are clearly defined {especially in snare and timpani), as they
define the shifting rhythmic feel of the piece.

- Matt Conaway

CD Recording Available

WFR388
BEYOND THE sUMMIT

The Washington Winds,
Edward Petersen - Conductor

GONTENTS: Legends of the Galaxy - A Cosmic Fanfare
(Wilson), Yorkshire Folk Song Suite - On OId English Songs
gLa Plante), The American Red Cross - March (L. Panella/arr. Glover), The Addison

ed Line (Bell), Chorale Prelude on a German Hymn Tune (C. T. Smith), Beyond
the Summit (Barnes), Lohengrin - Prelude to Act Ill (Wagner/arr. Patterson), Of
Heroes And Demons (Romeyn), Dance of Chivalry (Conaway, Praeludium
(Jarnefeltzarr. Glover), Salut d'Amour (Elgar/arr. Glover), In Ages Past (Huckeby),
Cyrus the Great (March) - (King/arr. Glover), Shenandoah Fantasy - For Trumpet
and Wind Ensemble (Chattaway), Infrada for Winds (Sheldon), Sleepers, Awake!
(Bach/arr. Reed), Sparkling Lights - Fanfare on "0 Christmas Tree" (Conaway),
Prelude for Band (C. T. Smith)
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Matt Conaway

Fanfare on “O Christmas Tree”

SPARKLING LIGHTS

With Joyful Energy! (J = 144-152)
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