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Reflections From The Wall
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PROGRAM NOTES

Reflections From The Wall honors the 40th anniversary of the end of the
Vietnam War, and is dedicated to the men and women who served our coun-
try during this conflict. The basis of the music is an emotional representation
of the composer’s visit to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the power of
this spectacular monument. Opening with a simple instrumental depiction of
a cloud-covered morning broadens into a dramatic and powerful “reflection
from the wall” as the sun breaks through the clouds. Emotion, reflection and
a sincere thanks to those who served in this war are the driving musical ele-
ments of this powerful piece.

REHEARSAL NOTES

The vibraphone part is an integral part of the performance of this com-
position. If a vibraphone is not available, another keyboard percussion
instrument, such as marimba should be substituted. All solo indications
should be observed. From m. 15 through 29, the percussion section
should be broad and powerful allowing the pitched instruments to “let
ring.” The snare drum solo beginning at m. 29 should be barely audible,
possibly performed off-stage. M. 68 marks the climax of this powerful
composition and should be full and dramatic.

| hope you and your musicians enjoy preparing and performing
Reflections From The Wall.

- David Shaffer
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

David Shaffer was born in Columbus, Ohio
and attended Grove City High School. He
holds a Bachelor Degree from the Ohio State
University and a Master of Music Degree from
Miami University (Ohio.) Mr. Shaffer has
taught in the Ohio schools of Hamilton,
Northridge, and Wyoming. Mr. Shaffer has
been associated with the Miami University
Marching Band for 31 years as Graduate
Assistant Director (1978-80), Assistant
Director (1980-97) and Director (1997 to
date.) Under his direction, the Miami Band
has performed twice at the University of
Michigan, West Virginia University and the University of Cincinnati. In
2000 and 2005, the Miami Band performed a combined half-time show
with the Ohio State University Marching Band. The Miami Band has per-
formed for seven regional Bands of America Contests and annually
hosts these events at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. In 2003 the
Miami Band performed as the “Santa Band” in the 77th annual Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City.

In addition to his involvement with the Miami University Marching Band,
Mr. Shaffer has over 350 compositions and arrangements in print. His
compositions have been used at clinics and music festivals around the
world and have been placed on contest required-performance lists in the
United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, and Asia. Mr. Shaffer has
been the recipient of the ASCAP Standard Award in Music Composition
for 18 years.

Under the direction of Mr. Shaffer, the Wyoming High School String
Orchestra performed as the opening group at the 1984 Mid-West
National Band and Orchestra Director's Clinic in Chicago. Additional Mid-
West conducting appearances were in 2000 and 2001 when Mr. Shaffer
guest conducted his compositions with the Robinson School Band,
Fairfax, Va., and the South Central Middle School Band, Carterville, Ga.
In November 2007, Mr. Shaffer was invited to conduct his composition
Purple Heart with the Air Force Band of Flight, Dayton, Ohio, in honor of
former band member Michael Cifuentes, who was killed in Iraq in
August, 2005.

Mr. Shafferis in demand as a conductor for new music reading clinics,
music festivals, and music education seminars. During the summer of
1986 and 1992, he served as instrumental director for the Saskatchewan
School of Fine Arts. In February of 1997 he conducted a program of his
music, with the China Youth Corps Band in the National Concert Hall,
Taipei, Taiwan. Mr. Shaffer is a past adjudicator for Drum Corps
International and Drum Corps Midwest and has judged championship
events for both organizations.

His professional affiliations include; Phi Mu Alpha, Kappa Kappa Psi, Phi
Beta Mu, Music Educators National Convention, Ohio Music Education
Association, Drum Corps MidWest & International Judges Guild, and
American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP).
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Commissioned by the Savannah River Winds. Augusta, Georgia, Richard D. Brasco, Conductor
In recognition of the fortieth anniversary of the Vietmam War, and to the men and women who served and those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for the United States
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