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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

After graduating from high school in Nome,
Alaska and from the University of Alaska,
Anchorage with ‘a degree in music education,
Jonathan McBride went on to teach multiple lev-
els of both band and choir in Alaska for 9 years.
Jonathan currently teaches k-12 band, choir,
and general music in the small town of Pateros,
Washington, where he currently lives with his
wife and daughter.

In 2010 Jonathan earned his master’s degree in
instrumental conducting from the American
Band College, and became a National Board
Certified Teacher in Instrumental Music. Jonathan is a consistent presenter
at Washington's State Music Education Conference, and his bands have
been featured performers at both the Alaska and Washington conferences.
In addition to teaching and composing, Jonathan McBride also directs the
Okanogan Valley Chorus, and performs in a local barbershop quartet with
fellow educators.

Jonathan's compositions have been performed by various bands and choirs
at honor and mass festivals, as well as regional contests, and are a consis-
tent favorite for both students and audiences.

PROGRAM NOTES

Snow In A Silent Wood is a lyrical work depicting the solitary beauty and mighty
grandeur of winter. The work combines motifs of descending pitches depicting
snowfall with an ascending melody as the snow accumulates. Occasional
glimpses of the mighty forest and majestic mountains resolve to the calm tranquil-
ity of silent, falling snow.

REHEARSAL SUGGESTIONS

I hope your musicians connect with the mood and style of Snow In a Silent Wood,
encouraging them to explore and develop their musicianship skills as they strive
for a moving and memorable performance. Consider these techniques:

Rhythmic precision - Slow tempos and sustained notes may imply a more relaxed
and less precise style than with a faster, more rhythmic work. Mental alertness
and subdividing are crucial, as no parts reinforce these subdivisions. Throughout
Snow In A Silent Wood, sustain notes for full value, and release only when the
next line begins.

Transparency - With multiple interweaving motifs and melodies that are passed
from one instrument to another, explain and explore the concept of musical trans-
parency. The melody is the most interesting part, like a beautiful view out of a pic-
ture window. Urge your musicians to listen for those instruments that portray the
beautiful view, and which instruments are the window that need to be transparent
and enhance the view.

A Wide Dynamic Range - Try these suggestions for extending the dynamic range
of your ensemble while still maintaining balance and control.

+ Explain that playing fortissimo is similar to approaching the edge of a
cliff. The closer to the edge, the greater risk sounding bad. Have your
ensemble play m. 58 and 59 so loud it sounds bad - like they've fallen
off the cliff. Then challenge them to see how loud they can play while
maintaining good balance and tone, getting as close as possible without
going over the edge.

» For softer dynamics, have your ensemble play the final measure
beginning mezzo forte and decrescendo all the way until their instrument
stops producing sound, regardless of tone quality. Do this once more,
making sure to play with good breath support and maintaining a quality
tone, until their instrument stops producing sound. Finally, have them
play the final measure again, stopping just short of this point, which is a
true pianissimo.

| hope you and your ensemble enjoy rehearsing and performing Snow In A
Silent Wood.

Jonathan McBride

CD Recording Available

UEST TO THE sUMMIT
ashington Winds, Edward Petersen, conductor
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