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Program Note
The beginning of the Cosmos! Energy…searing dissonance…beauty…rhythmic diversity.  This musical composition allows a depth of musical understanding, 
for younger musicians, to explore a musical composition depicting the energy and beauty of the astronomic creation. 

 
Rehearsal Suggestions

The beginning tempo needs to be exactly as marked to ensure the musical intensity as the awakening of the cosmos occurs.  Attention to dynamics and accented 
articulation are especially important with respect to the development of the intensity of the music.  Measure 64 begins the slower and relaxed movement of the 
composition.  It is important to observe all the dynamic and tempo changes in order to further highlight the musical ferocity of this section.

M. 104 begins the recapitulation of the original material and once again it is important to observe the tempo marking to maintain the excitement of the piece.

I hope that you and your students enjoy preparing and performing Cosmic Awakenings.

.

About the Composer
David Shaffer was born in Columbus, Ohio and attended Grove City High School, Grove City, Ohio. He holds a Bachelor Degree from the 
Ohio State University and a Master of Music Degree from Miami University (Ohio). Mr. Shaffer has taught in the Hamilton, Ohio; Northridge, 
Ohio; and Wyoming, Ohio schools. Mr. Shaffer has been associated with the Miami University Marching Band for 30 years as Graduate 
Assistant Director (1978-80), Assistant Director (1980-97) and as Director (1997 – 2009). The Miami Band has performed for seven 
regional Bands of America Contests. In 2003 the Miami Band was selected as the “Santa Band” in the 77th annual Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade in New York City.

In addition to his involvement with Miami University, Mr. Shaffer has over 400 compositions and arrangements in print. His compositions 
have been used at clinics and music festivals around the world and have been placed on contest required-performance lists in the United 

States, Canada, Europe, Australia, and Asia. Mr. Shaffer has been the recipient of the ASCAP Standard Award in Music Composition for 24 years.

Under the direction of Mr. Shaffer, the Wyoming High School String Orchestra performed as the opening group at the 1984 Mid-West National Band and Orchestra 
Director’s Clinic in Chicago. Additional Mid-West conducting appearances were in 2000 and 2001 when Mr. Shaffer guest conducted his compositions with the 
Robinson School Band, Fairfax, Va., and the South Central Middle School Band, Carterville, Ga.

Currently residing in Boston, Massachusetts, Mr. Shaffer is in demand as a conductor for honor bands, new music reading clinics, music festivals, and music 
education seminars. During the summer of 1986 and 1992, he served as instrumental director for the Saskatchewan School of Fine Arts. In February of 1997 
he conducted a program of his music, with the China Youth Corps Band in the National Concert Hall, Taipei, Taiwan. In April of 2011 Mr. Shaffer premiered his 
composition At The Red Creek with the Musikkapelle Roethenbach, at Roethenbach, Germany.
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2nd  Clar. 
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1st Trpt.

2nd Trpt.
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( )

With Motion

With Motion
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78

q = 112

79
80

Flute
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1st Clar. 

2nd  Clar. 

B. Clar.

Bsn.

1st A. Sax.

2nd A. Sax

T. Sax.

B. Sax.

1st Trpt.

2nd Trpt.

Horn

1st Trb.

2nd Trb.

Euph.

Tuba

Mlts.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2
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q = 92

86 87
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1st Clar. 

2nd  Clar. 

B. Clar.

Bsn.
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1st Trpt.

2nd Trpt.
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q = 86
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Flute
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1st Clar. 

2nd  Clar. 

B. Clar.
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1st A. Sax.
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1st Trpt.

2nd Trpt.
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molto accel.

103
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104
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q = 142

105
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Flute

Oboe

1st Clar. 

2nd  Clar. 

B. Clar.

Bsn.

1st A. Sax.
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T. Sax.

B. Sax.

1st Trpt.

2nd Trpt.
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1st Trb.
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Timp.
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