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Rehearsal Suggestions

The tempo marking "With Savage Ferocity" is not meant to be taken lightly. Fierce is bold and intense. The opening theme is used throughout the
piece to show that ferocity. The rests play an important part in bringing that to life.  All musicians need to line up on that theme and have a good sense
of inner pulse.

At m.9 the intensity remains but it is much more subtle. That inner pulse must still be there but the dynamic is 7. The contrast should engage the lis-
tener and performer, creating anticipation knowing the Fierce theme is coming back.

With that, there is a lot of percussion. The rhythms are straight ahead but the section needs to be tight and focused to aid in the band’s inner pulse.

At m. 70, the style is more lyrical, less fierce, but still intense. The dissonance is meant to create some uneasiness - dont fight it. These dissonances
are suspensions, and eventually resolve.

The ferocity returns at m. 88, recapitulating multiple themes until m.106, where a unison rhythm demonstrates just how fierce your band can be.

With a solid inner pulse, close attention to the space between the notes and articulations, you're sure to wow the audience and create a wonderful musi-
cal experience for everyone. Most importantly, have fun with it.
| hope you enjoy rehearsing and performing Fierce.

Erik Sherburne
About the Composer

Erik Sherburne’s interest in music began at an early age, first by playing drums and then taking piano lessons when he was 6
years old. His parents and teachers recognized his creativity and encouraged him to improvise and “play by ear," which led to
him beginning to write his own music. As a freshman in high school, Erik wrote “Raindrops” for the jazz band, and he later com-
posed “Ferro Ignique” for the concert band.

He earned a B.A. in Music with an emphasis in Theory and Composition from Luther College in Decorah, |A. He studied with
Dr. Juan Tony Guzman, Dr. John Morrison, and Dr. Neil Flory. At Luther, he wrote and arranged for the jazz band, jazz com-
bos, the theatre and dance department and numerous student recitals. His creativity and versatility were showcased during
his two composition recitals which included pieces written for 3 pianos, a string orchestra with jazz combo, male vocal quartet,
a timpani duet on 8 timpani, and a brass band, to name a few.

In college, Erik began to receive commissions and work as a composer. He has written and arranged music for solo artists, high school and collegiate
jazz ensembles, middle school and high school concert bands and choirs and churches throughout the Midwest.

He lives with his wonderful wife, Kaia, in St. Paul, MN where he remains active as a composer, arranger and performer.
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Ist Trp
2nd Trp.
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Ist, 2nd Trb.
Bar.

Tuba

Bells
Xylophone
Timp.
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Ppp cresc.
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