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PROGRAM NOTES

Let Hope Reign is an upbeat and spirited work in ABA form. - A sprightly tempo should be maintained throughout the “A” section.
Rehearse your percussion section to ensure there is an easy flow between the prominent snare drum, and the tambourine with sus-
pended cymbal.

Pay careful attention to articulations, and work to balance the prominent themes which are often legato, with the more percussive
accompaniment. Be aware of the changing dynamics that occur throughout this section, so that the dramatic elements will be clear-
ly heard.

In the contrasting “B” section (m. 45-77), don't take the tempo too slow—keep it moving along. Work with your woodwinds and brass
to achieve a legato, flowing feel. Watch for the key change at m. 62, build to the climax at m. 73, and fade away slowly, with a “molto
ritard” (m. 76) and a warm, round sound.

The last section is a recapitulation of the “A” section, and all the characteristics of the opening section should also be present here.
The coda (m. 100-end) should be played with gusto and a full sound. The percussion, especially timpani, should be prominent in this
section.

I hope you and your musicians will enjoy performing Let Hope Reign!
- Larry Neeck

Larry Neeck is an internationally recognized composer, with more than one hundred works for concert band and jazz ensem-
ble published by C.L. Bamhouse Company. As a composer, he has been commissioned numerous times to write for concert
band, jazz ensemble, and orchestra, and often works as a guest conductor and clinician. Annually, he receives ASCAP awards
for his compositions.

His CDs, “Swing Machine,” recorded by the Studio “A” Big Band, and “Midnight Escape,” recorded by the Washington Winds
are available from Walking Frog Records. His music has also been heard on PBS television.

Mr. Neeck holds a B.A. in Music from the University of Pittsburgh, and an M.M. in Music Education from the Eastman School
of Music. He is @ member of the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), Music Educators
National Conference (MENC), New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA), and the New York State Band Directors
Association (NYSBDA).

In addition to composing, Mr. Neeck teaches instrumental music in the Webster (NY) Central School District. He directs concert bands, jazz ensembles,
and is co-founder and director of the Willink Middle School Student/Parent Band.
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