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PROGRAM NOTE

The county of Down is located in what is today Northern Ireland. The lyrics to
century, but the music is a traditional folk tune that is much older in origin. Tod
both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland (which is part of the United King

ere written during@th
ost performed{ in
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while keeping the music tech y accessible. All parts

usical elements suc? as style, dynamic contrast, and

ef version of the

The main tune is followed by several simple variations to provide v
are written in a comfortable range, allowing students to fo
interplay between sections.

All low strings are unison, and the optional Violin Il pa

| hope you and your students enjoy playing
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i %ic education as a middle school band director and orchestra

u Cum Laude graduate of Appalachian State University, a charter
um and Bugle Corps, and the founding conductor of the Union

Youth Orchestra:\Mekel is also active as a frequent guest clinician and adjudicator for both

ny, Alfred Music Publishing, Grand Mesa Strings, RWS Music, and TUX People’s Music.
and and string orchestra compositions have received several Editors Choice Awards
W. Pepper Music Company. Mekel’s works have been performed at various district and state
sociation conferences, adjudicated festivals, and the Midwest Clinic in Chicago. International
nces |nclud ncert festivals in Canada, Japan, Australia, and the United Kingdom as well as world premieres in both

concert band anc@stral events
Mekel’s mué fo rt band and orchestra has been performed internationally and is published by the
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London, England a France
Mekel was in he American School Band Directors Association (ASBDA) in 2008 and is a member of the American Society
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